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The Founders of The Adv ocates’Society had a vision to create an organization dedicated to the needs of those who
practise advocacy before the courts.  They also had vision -- the foresight to understand the significance of such an
organization for the Ontario legal landscape.  It took some 10 years for the first phase of that vision to be realized
through the opening of Campbell House as a permanent home for the Society in June 1974.  It is appropriate that 30
years later, during the 40th anniversary year of the Society, we document the achievements and growth of the Society
since its inception.  

The 40th anniversary year has been a full and exciting year.  It has been a year of celebrating tradition and a year of
embracing change.  Indeed, that is the essence of The Adv ocates’Society.  We are an organization built on a strong
foundation of traditions -- a fact that is w ell demonstrated throughout the following pages.  W e also are an organiza-
tion that recognizes the need to adapt and change with the times.  With some 3,000 members, The Adv ocates’Society
has become the primary provider of adv ocacy skills training to Ontario lawy ers;  a prominent vehicle for promoting
civility and collegiality among members of the bar and betw een members of the bench and members of the bar; and a
leading voice in directing the development and reform of our justice system through interv entions, participation in
reform initiativ es and consultation with the gov ernment and the courts.  

We have much to celebrate and much to be proud of in our short 40 year history.  I hope that this very readable vol-
ume on the achievements of the Society to date will bring satisfaction to those who have been a part of our past suc-
cesses and inspiration to those who will become a part of our future successes.  This history is a fitting way to cele-
brate our 40th anniversary by paying tribute to those who created our traditions and by informing those who will
adapt and carry forw ard these traditions into the future.

The initial w ork for this history w as undertaken by Alan Niester .  Using this work as a base, Sonia Holiad, our Director
of Marketing & Communications, revised and supplemented it to bring y ou this finished product.  I particularly w ant
to thank Sonia for her efforts in bringing this project to fruition.  

One thing remains certain -- this is Volume I -- the history of the first 40 years of The Adv ocates’Society.  With the many
dedicated and hard-w orking members of the Society who will continue to contribute to its success and with a similar -
ly dedicated and hard-w orking staff, w e all can look forward in due course to Volume II.  In the meantime, this v ol-
ume is dedicated to the Founding Members and Associates of The Adv ocates’Society.  We owe them so much. 

Jeffrey S. Leon
President
June, 2004
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Bunny Levinter has been known to
tell the story of a day in January
1962. "The lights were turned on in
the gowning room of the County of
York Law Association in the Old
City Hall - and the cockroaches scur-
ried for cov er. It is said that many,
and momentous, have been the dis-
cussions, debates, and decisions in
the gowning room. That day , a bar-
risters' society was conceived there."

In the coming months, Benjamin
(Bunny) Levinter , Q.C., William G.
Atw ell,  Richard E. Holland, Q.C.,
Charles F. McKeon, Q.C., Robert S.
Montgomery , Q.C. and others con-
sidered the possibility of some sort
of body that w ould resemble the
famous Inns of Court in London.
They imagined a setting in which
barristers could meet to share con-
cerns, problems and congratula-
tions; a sanctuary where a sense of
professional civility might be fos -
tered outside the forum of the
courts. 

Certainly, there were already in
place professional organizations
that consisted of lawyers of all lean-
ings, ranging from the Canadian Bar
Association to The Law Society of
Upper Canada to the County of York
Law Association. But what w as
needed was a group specifically for
barristers, a society that would pro -
mote the needs and interests specif-
ic to those whose primary duties
rested solely in the courts and tri -
bunals of the province. 

Robinette, Q.C. (the first president
of The Adv ocates' Society); Joseph
Sedgwick, Q.C., and David J.
Walker, Q.C. 

While Nov ember 20, 1963 marked
the technical and celebratory begin-
ning of the Society, it was nearly two
years before the real and practical
business began to unfold. 

On May 17, 1965, in the small
Common Room at Toronto's
Osgoode Hall, a series of meetings
took place in rapid succession. First
was the Meeting of the First
Directors of the Society at 4:15 p.m.,
with six of the original ten Charter
members in attendance.  A studious
affair , it concerned itself for the
most part with the mechanics of
passing banking by-laws and reso-
lutions; but it also w as noted that a
total of 52 barristers had signed the
Special Resolution of November 10,
1964, and subsequently had signed
the minute book of the Society and,
by motion duly made and unani -
mously confirmed, had been admit -
ted as the Founding Members of
The Adv ocates' Society.

This meeting was followed by the
First Annual Meeting and Special
General Meeting of the Society at
4:30 p.m. Chaired by Isadore
Levinter , it concerned itself predom-
inantly with informing the 30 mem -
bers in attendance of the passage of
Society By-law No. 1 (relating gen-
erally to the transaction of the busi-

Subsequent talk in legal circles con-
firmed a wide-spread interest in the
concept.  To give it even more credi-
bility , some of Ontario's finest bar-
risters were approached.

As Robert Montgomery recounted
some years later, "The only way our
whole notion w ould be accepted as
responsible and authoritativ e was to
have a group of original incorpora -
tors who w ere highly respected in
the profession. We needed impecca-
ble people. We needed men like
John Robinette and T.N. Phelan and
Joe Sedgwick. So we approached
them, and it really didn't surprise
me at all when they accepted us
with open arms."   

On Nov ember 20, 1963, the
Honourable John Yaremko,
Provincial Secretary and Minister of
Citizenship for the Province of
Ontario, granted a Charter for a
newly-formed corporation to be
known as The Adv ocates' Society, a
name suggested by Joseph
Sedgwick, Q.C.  The Charter listed a
virtual who's who of the province's
great barristers as the Founding
Directors: John D. Arnup (later to
become a justice of the Court of
Appeal for Ontario); W illiam B.
Common, Q.C. (Deputy Attorney
General); Gordon W. Ford, Q.C.,
Isadore Levinter, Q.C.; G. Arthur
Martin, Q.C. (later to become a jus-
tice of the Court of Appeal for
Ontario); Arthur S. Patillo, Q.C.;
Thomas N. Phelan; John J.

I f The Adv ocates' Society has served its purpose well, its history can
never be told to anyone's complete satisfaction. Each member gives

what he can, interacts in her own way, takes what he needs, and makes
her own memories. And so, history liv es within the thousands of

advocates who have been shaped and enriched throughout the years. 
Myriad stories -- of plans and hopes, of triumphs and failures,

of paths crossed and lessons learned, of grand gestures and private
moments, of a passion for justice and a pursuit of excellence in advocacy;

and, at the core, a simple tale of home and fellowship. 
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ness and affairs of the Society), By-
law No. 2 (dealing generally with
membership issues, and with the
increase in the number of Directors
from 10 to 15), and By-law No. 3
(dealing with the borrowing of mon -
eys and the issuance of securities by
the Society). The new 15-person
Board of Directors then was put into
place. 

At this meeting, Isadore Levinter
made remarked on the origins and
justifications of the Society.  "The
idea was conceived by a few of the
younger members of the profes-
sion," he said, "who thought that an
association should be formed for the
purpose of assisting those of the bar
who are interested in counsel work.
The association," he continued,
"would provide a meeting
place to discuss common
problems and would speak in
one voice."

Mr . Levinter's concept of the
Society was not that it be a
social club, but that it exist
chiefly to encourage and help
younger members of the bar
to become good counsel. He
noted that there was a short-
age of good counsel not only
in Canada, but also in the
United States, and he quoted from
the May issue of Trial, the voice of
the American Trial Lawy ers'
Association: "The art of advocacy is
in its sharpest decline in history, at a
time when the demand by the pub -
lic and the bar for experienced trial
lawy ers is at its peak."

He went on to summarize the arti -
cle's enumeration of the challenges
facing trial lawy ers -- the need for
the guarantees of due process and
the availability of experienced coun -
sel, the continuation of legal aid, the
surge of litigation resulting from the
nation's ever-rising accident toll --
and warned that the points made in
the article were equally relevant in
Canada. "It is certainly part of the
responsibility of the senior members
of the bar to assist [in confronting

Q.C., Richard E. Holland, Q.C.,
James McCutcheon, Q.C., Charles F.
McKeon, Q.C., Burton J. MacKinnon,
Q.C., Robert S. Montgomery, Q.C.,
and Robert F. Reid, Q.C.

The most notable occurrence at this
third meeting of the day w as the
nomination and acclamation of John
J. Robinette as the first President of
the Society, and the subsequent
selection of Mr. MacKinnon and Mr .
Ford as Vice-presidents and Mr.
McKeon as Secretary. Mr. Reid
undertook the role of Treasurer, and
a Membership Committee w as put
in place consisting of Mssrs.
Montgomery (Chair), Holland,
Levinter , and McCutcheon. Also
established was a Premises
Committee chaired by Mr .

Sedgwick and including Mr .
Levinter and Patrick Hartt,
Q.C. Clearly, then, the seeds
had been sown for the devel-
opment of a vibrant and
functional professional
organization.

The Directors met again a
month later , on June 25,
1965. At that meeting, Mr .
Hartt w as appointed to rep-
resent the Society on a pro-
posed committee in conjunc-

tion with the Canadian Bar
Association and the County of York
Law Association to prepare a suit-
able list of persons for magistrates
appointments. The young organiza-
tion w as already beginning to make
itself a player in legal circles, and
this marked the beginning of a long
and honoured tradition of Society
inv olvement in law reform and
administration.

On May 6, 1966, the second annual
Meeting of the Members of the
Society was held, now in
Convocation Hall at Osgoode Hall.
The Treasurer noted that the Society
has amassed a bank balance of
$3,784.71, collected solely from
membership fees, and that a liability
of $89.87 had been incurred due to
the cost of printing and mailing.

these challenges] and The
Adv ocates' Society, it is hoped, will
be the vehicle to attain these accom-
plishments."

He then concluded with a credo that
would fuel the Society throughout
its now forty-y ear history. "I consid-
er this first meeting of the Society an
historic occasion. In these times of
unrest, when the rights and liberties
of the people are slowly being
infringed upon and taken aw ay -
and when those foundations upon
which British liberty w as built are
gradually being undermined and
chipped away and when more
power is being sought by an indi-
vidual few - w e need more than ever
a strong, independent and coura-
geous bar."

"This Society will provide a conv en-
ient place in the downtown area
where barristers, junior and senior ,
can meet at all times on common
ground and where problems and
topics not only legal but of national
concern may be discussed. Out of
this Society I trust will grow a pow -
erful group of barristers which will
act as a body to give effect to the
ideals of liberty and justice for
which it stands."

To complete this momentous day, a
third meeting w as assembled at 5:15
p.m., this being the First Meeting of
Directors, the newly-formed 15-
member group that included --
besides Charter signees Gordon
Ford, Q.C., Isadore Levinter, Q.C.,
and J.J. Robinette, Q.C., -- Austin M.
Cooper, Q.C., Charles L. Dubin,
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“I consider this first meeting of the Society
an historic occasion. In these times of
unrest, when the rights and liberties of the
people are slowly being infringed upon and
taken away ... we need more than ever a
strong, independent and courageous bar."

Isadore Levinter, Q.C.



Bob Montgomery's Membership
Committee reported that member -
ship had by now reached 220, of
whom 70 carried on their practice
outside of the Metropolitan T oronto
region. Mr . Montgomery also
advised that the requirement that an
applicant's practice be primarily one
of advocacy would be less stringent-
ly adhered to in some instances
where the applicant practised out -
side of metropolitan areas.

And in the matter of premises for
the Society, it was resolved that Joe
Sedgwick's Premises Committee
inv estigate the opportunities for
establishment of "modest premises
without ov ernight accommodation
convenient to Osgoode Hall," and
report back to the membership.

Bob Reid then noted that the
Directors had review ed the by-laws
and considered that they required
revision in order to obtain more
effective representation of the mem-
bership. It w as recommended that
the number of Directors be
increased to thirty, apportioned
between senior, junior and associate
members in approximately the same
ratio as had been previously estab-
lished, that the duration of a
Director's term be three years, and
that one-third of the Directors be
retired annually , a practice that
exists to this day. It also was recom-
mended that provision be made for
the election of Directors by mail.

The growth of the Society was fur-
ther evidenced by a discussion that
occurred at meeting's end, which
focused on potential committees for
areas in which the Society might
take an interest. Proposed commit-
tees included those concerned with
policy, dinner meetings, review of
legislation, changes in practice, tar-
iffs, legal aid, ethics, legal education,
judicial appointments, appoint -
ments of Queen's Counsel, and
grievances.

The fourth meeting of Directors w as
held at the home of Charles Dubin

President (1967-68), John G. White
and Dick Holland w ere asked to
make plans for a 1968 Spring
Convention somewhere in the
Caribbean. It would take place in
Kingston, Jamaica, and would fea-
ture a workshop on litigation costs,
with a joint panel of members of the
Jamaican Bar and The Adv ocates'
Society focusing on civil rights, bar -
rister and solicitor status, and mod -
ern changes in criminal law. 

At home, a committee led by Phillip
D. Isbister prepared a brief for sub-
mission to the Executive Committee
considering the revision of the rules
in respect of matrimonial causes,
and R.G. Phelan was appointed as
The Adv ocates' Society representa-
tiv e to the Committee for the
Consideration of Magistrates
Appointments, thus reconfirming
the Society as a budding force in
legal and administrativ e reform. The
fundamental question of whether
the Society should take the initiativ e
in making recommendations for
legal amendments and reforms or
merely hold itself av ailable for con-
sultation and advice w as deferred
for the next group of Directors to
decide.

At the Board of Director's meeting of
May 6, 1967, Robert S. Montgomery,
Q.C.  was elected President. Under
his leadership, a number of impor -
tant new committees were struck.
Walter Williston w as appointed
Chair of the Supreme Court Practice
Committee, which w ould meet with
the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court to call attention to and discuss
the conduct of members of the
bench and counsel. Douglas K.
Laidlaw , Q.C. was appointed to
head a committee on professional
conduct, which w ould provide
guidance to advocates in the matters
of professional ethics and conduct.

For a number of years, the Society's
affairs had been administered by
Marion Barry , who w orked as a
part-time, unpaid Executiv e
Secretary.  Following discussions

on May 19, 1966. At that meeting,
the resolution to increase the num-
ber of Directors from 15 to 30 was
unanimously passed, and a slate of
15 new Directors was added to the
Board. 

At this meeting, Robert F. Reid, Q.C.
was elected to be the second
President of the Society, with John
White, Donald Bark, and Bob
Montgomery selected as Vice-presi-
dents. The Premises Committee
under Mr . Sedgwick was appointed
with the mandate of inv estigating
and reporting on potential locations
so that leasing arrangements might
be made by the end of June 1966.  A
Membership Committee w as consti-
tuted, as were committees con-
cerned with law reform, legislation
and legal aid.

The rapid growth of the Society both
in members and in prestige was evi-
denced by the well-attended
General Meeting at the Inn on The
Park in June 1966. The Directors dis-
cussed plans to establish premises
in the Richmond-Adelaide Centre
and Benjamin Levinter, Chair of the
Premises Committee, was author-
ized to negotiate for approximately
1,500 square feet of space for a five-
year period.  At this meeting, the
concepts of Spring and Fall
Conventions were considered,
establishing traditions that liv e on to
this day. A black-tie dinner follow ed
the General Meeting and, although
not yet referred to as such, this was
the first End of Term Dinner for the
Society.

In October, the first tw o-day Fall
Convention was held at the Inn on
The Park. Fall Conventions would
continue to be held in Ontario on an
annual basis until 1995, when they
would mov e outside of the
province.  In May 1967, the Spring
Convention debuted, marking the
first and only y ear it would be held
in Toronto, until reinstituted as the
Spring Symposium in 2001.  

During Bob Reid's tenure as
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concerning the need for a perma-
nent Executive Secretary, it was
announced that Joan Johnson would
take up the post on a part-time basis
in a paid capacity. 

In June, Society members were invit -
ed to a dinner on the occasion of the
retirement of the Honourable
Judge Robert Forsyth, Senior
Judge of the County Court of
the County of York. Among
the guests were the Solicitor
General for Canada, the
Attorney General for Ontario,
the Chief Justice of Ontario,
and the Chief Justice of the
High Court.  This elegant
evening marked the beginning of a
long tradition in which the Society
would host events in tribute to illus -
trious members of the bench and the
bar. 

It w as decided under Mr.
Montgomery's stew ardship that
future applications for membership
in the Society need be accompanied
by letters of reference from at least
fiv e members of the Society outside
the firm of the applicant.

The Society's 1968 Annual Meeting
and Dinner w as a black-tie affair at
the Royal York Hotel, held in hon -
our of the judges of the Court of
Appeal and the High Court of
Justice. The guest speaker was
Leacroft Robinson, Q.C., President
of the Bar Association of Jamaica.

It w ould be left to tw o gentlemen,
Peter de C. Cory, Q.C. and Walter B.
Williston, Q.C., to guide the Society
through the final y ears of this initial
decade. Although a significant
amount of energy w ould be expend-
ed on the premises issue, some other
significant firsts occurred during
these years.

During Mr . Cory's tenure (1968-69),
submissions to the Attorney General
concerning law reform w ere on-
going, including a suggestion to
eliminate the use of juries in civil
cases. A committee was set up to

study the state of the Supreme Court
lists, and a survey of damages
awarded in civil litigation cases w as
continued.

At the Director's meeting of October
1968, Robert Reid raised the possi-
bility of publishing a regular bul -

letin -- ideally monthly -- reporting
on the activities of the Society to
members and other interested par-
ties. Society presidents had been
communicating regularly with the
membership through typed corre -
spondence, and would continue to
do so for some time. 

Mr . Cory informed the Society in
Nov ember 1968 that he had been
successful in making arrangements
with the Law Faculty of the
Univ ersity of Toronto to run a skills
workshop similar to that offered by
The University of Michigan at Ann
Arbor . This workshop w as held in
May 1969 to unanimous acclaim.

In the spring of 1969, John G. White
floated the possibility of the Society
providing a scholarship or an aw ard
to a student of the Bar Admission
Course who achieved high stan-
dards in the Civil Procedure cours -
es. It was decided to earmark $100
for this purpose, the first such
undertaking in the Society's history .
This in turn led to an offer from
Dean LeDain of Osgoode Hall Law
School to provide "for mutual bene -
fit" students to aid the Society in the
matter of w orkshops, seminars and
demonstrations.

On June 20, the End of Term Dinner
featured guest speaker David A.L.
Smout, Barrister of Gray's Inn and a
Deputy Chair of the Lincolnshire

Quarter Sessions. 

Mr . Cory was succeeded by Walter
B. Williston, Q.C., who w ould serve
a two-year term of office (1969-71), a
highlight of which w as a Spring
Convention in Ireland.

It w as during the Ireland trip
that one of the most famous
incidents of the Society's his-
tory took place, one that has
been told and re-told over
the decades. It seems that
Joseph Sedgwick was called
upon to deliv er the speech at
the closing banquet. He had
intended to deliberate on the

contribution of Irish playwrights to
the development of the English lan-
guage; however, at the last minute,
he had been inordinately impressed
by the viewing of a large painting
detailing the trial of Irish
Revolutionary Roger Casement.
Casement had been represented at
his trial by a barrister named
Richard Sulliv an -- an Irishman, but
one who had made his reputation at
the London bar. 

Mr . Sedgwick felt obliged to add
words of praise to Sullivan in his
speech and, mid-syllable, a voice
piped up from one of the tables in
the room. "Not a proper Irishman,"
the voice impressed. The criticism --
of Sulliv an and, by extension, of
Joseph Sedgwick -- belonged to
none other than Michael O'Morain,
the Irish Minister for Justice. 

Mr . Sedgwick glanced at the
Minister , but then continued with
his speech. Mere seconds later,
another interruption, this time from
Mrs. O'Morain. "Who, Madam, is
giving this speech?" Mr. Sedgwick
implored. It w as rhetorical, with Mr .
Sedgwick adding that "of the tw o of
us, I shall finish it."

This pronouncement had the effect
of chasing the O'Morains from the
room; but the story did not end
there. When Joe Sedgwick returned
to Toronto, he received a telegram
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from some of his new Irish barrister
friends, informing him that the inci -
dent had been such an embarrass-
ment to the government that the
Prime Minister had demanded and
received the resignation of Michael
O'Morain. While Mr . O'Morain w as
already a controversial politician,
having been implicated in the Arms
Trial some years earlier, The
Adv ocates' Society had, in effect,
brought down the Minister for
Justice.

With Walter Williston came a new
volunteer Executive Secretary,
Helen Halchuk, on whose desk at
Fasken Calvin sat two telephones:
one for the firm, and one for the
Society. Helen would prov e
to be a tireless administrator
for the next fiv e years. 

The Society was well on its
way; although it w as still in
its infancy during the sixties,
certainly the foundations had
been well and truly laid for a
vibrant and dynamic profes -
sional organization. A consti-
tution and by-laws had been
put in place, the membership
rolls w ere steadily mush-
rooming, meetings and con-
ventions both domestic and foreign
had been held, and issues of legal
reform and administration had been
tackled head on. Still, the issue of a
home for the organization had not
been settled, and this was to be the
issue of predominant concern over
the next several years.

Since its inception, the Society had
held it meetings in hotel rooms,
restaurant lounges, legal offices,
various corners of Osgoode Hall,
The Caledon Mountain Trout Club
and even, on occasion, in members'
own homes. As the 1970s loomed,
the Society still was working to find
a unique location that it could call its
own and, when this finally came
about, it stood as one of the Society's
greatest accomplishments.

When the Premises Committee

possibility located at 23 Richmond,
considered partnering in the new
Blackstone Club at 34 Adelaide, and
contemplated using space in the
County of York lounge. There were
rumours of a new project being built
on the west lawn of Osgoode Hall,
and B.J. MacKinnon was given the
task of keeping his professional eye
on this development; but as 1967
drew to a close, the Society was still
no further ahead in its quest for a
home.

In February 1968, the indefatigable
Mr . Levinter brought news of possi -
ble space in the Simpson Tower, the
complex built ov ertop of the old
Simpsons store on Yonge Street.

This possibility failed to
materialize, as did such
other whimsical possibilities
as the old Fire Marshal's
Office on Adelaide West, and
a portion of the old High
Noon Restaurant, whose
proprietors w ere willing to
set aside space and renovate
it to the Society's specifica-
tions. For reasons various
and sundry, both of these
proposals ultimately died on
the vine.

As 1968 ended, a new and very
intriguing opportunity arose. At the
Directors' meeting of December 12,
Bob Reid advised on the possibility
of acquiring the original home of
Chief Justice William Campbell, a
Toronto magistrate active in the
early nineteenth century. Once a fine
old house, but which had since fall -
en into serious disrepair, it was
located at the top of Frederick Street
in the historic neighbourhood of the
old City of Y ork. The owners were
hopeful that the building could be
preserved, and it might w ell be pos-
sible to dismantle and re-assemble
the edifice in a more central loca-
tion. It then w ould become the per-
manent home of the Society. 

By January 1969, Mr. Reid reported
that he had spoken to a representa-
tiv e of Coutts-Hallmark Cards, the

returned with its initial report in
June 1966, Bunny Levinter had
learned that no suitable space was
available at Osgoode Hall, the ideal
location, or at any other nearby
court or office building. He report -
ed, however, that the possibility
existed of leasing space in the new
Richmond-Adelaide Centre, a
building that w as just being con-
structed. This seemed promising, as
the building w ould be open in the
evening hours and w ould allow
some form of food service on-site. A
1,534-foot space on the 21st floor
would allow for a 25-person
licensed lounge, and lunch and din -
ner seating for 50. The Board eager-
ly approv ed, directed the committee 

to negotiate a five-year lease with an
option for fiv e more, then set about
to determine how costs should be
divided among the membership.

By October, discussions with interi -
or designers and caterers were in
full swing, and it seemed as if the
Richmond-Adelaide Centre soon
would become the first true home of
the Society. But it was not to be. In
March 1967, Mr. Levinter reported
to the Directors that negotiations to
lease the space were off. It had been
determined that up-grades w ere
needed to the building's air condi -
tioning system in order to allow for
catering, and that these up-grades
would cost the Society over $3,000.
The search would hav e to begin all
over again.

The Committee looked at a new
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As 1968 ended, a new and very intriguing
opportunity arose. At the Directors' meet -
ing of December 12, Bob Reid advised on
the possibility of acquiring the original
home of Chief Justice William Campbell, a
Toronto magistrate active in the early
nineteenth century.



owners of Campbell House, and that
they might indeed be willing to
assist in the project. It was another
tw o months before Peter Cory was
able to report the interesting news
that the Society had been offered
Campbell House for the price of $1,
with the responsibility of moving it
and filling in the hole that w ould
remain.

By April, plans w ere well afoot, and
the possibility of owning and mov -
ing Campbell House w as becoming
more and more of a reality. Three
possible sites were now being con-
sidered -- a lot on the corner of
Queen and Simcoe, the west lawn of
Osgoode Hall, and lands adjacent to
the Canada Life Building. At the
Directors' meeting of April 1969,
$2,500 was approved to investigate
the feasibility of purchasing land
and obtaining a cost estimate for the
moving of the house itself. Later that
year, the Society purchased 246-248
Simcoe Street as the future site for
Campbell House. 

In 1969, the Society held the first of
its educational programs under the

asked for $300. The best tender
received for the actual move was
$75,000 from an American firm, and
it w as determined that the Society
would need $300,000 to begin the
process.

For a short period, things looked
bleak. As of April, the Society had
managed only $11,500 in pledges;
however, an article on the restora-
tion of the house, published in The
Globe and Mail later that month,
prompted positiv e response and, by
mid-May , pledges had risen to
approximately $125,000. This was
still w ell short of the amount need-
ed, and the Society decided to post-
pone the move, possibly to autumn.

At this point, a new play er was
added to the mix -- The City of
Toronto. In June 1970, Dick Holland
and Walter Williston met with the
Chief Planner for the City of
Toronto, who suggested that the
City w ould like to exchange the
Society's Simcoe Street property for
another property in the middle of a
proposed green belt in the same
area, and move the house to that

banner of “W orkshop for the
Working Bar ” in T oronto. In an
effort to offer programming bey ond
Toronto, a corporate litigation w ork-
shop was held in Hamilton in
Nov ember, to which members,
guests and students-at-law were
invited.  Such workshops would be
held regularly ov er the coming
years in major cities throughout the
province.

As 1970 dawned, it was time to raise
the significant amount of money
that would be necessary to fund the
move of Campbell House. A com-
mittee was struck and it was deter-
mined that a charitable foundation
would be created -- The Sir William
Campbell Foundation -- to ov ersee
the project. James W. McCutcheon
was selected to chair the
Foundation's fund driv e, and Mssrs.
Arthur , Stapells, Macdonald, Wells,
Gale, Swann, Sedgwick, Cartwright
and Montgomery joined the com -
mittee to help raise funds. Local law
firms w ere actively canvassed and
local Society members were asked to
donate $500 over a five-year period,
with out-of-T oronto members being
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Campbell House in 1952, situated on the corner of Frederick and Adelaide. Following its early noble years as the home of Sir
William and Lady Hannah Campbell, the house served variously as a vinegar factory and as the headquarters for the Capewell
Horse Nail Company and Otis Elevator Company, This photo shows the addition that was built to provide warehouse space. 



location. It w as expected that this
deal could be firmed up by early
1971, with the actual move follow -
ing in the spring of that y ear.

It w as at this time that Walter
Williston prov ed his mettle
as a fund raiser, cornering
each of his colleagues on the
Ireland trip and encouraging
them to donate; and donate
they did. By September 1970,
over $200,000 in pledges had
been collected for the project,
but this w as still well short of
the total projected expense. It
was determined that money
would need to be raised out-
side of the legal profession,
so Bob Montgomery and
Dick Holland w ere author-
ized to approach the banks and a
promotional campaign w as
launched under James McCutcheon.
And there w as indeed talk about
cancelling the project outright.

In April 1971, discussions with the
City w ere going well, and the
chances of obtaining a lot from the
City at no cost were excellent. There
were two under consideration: one
near St. James Cathedral, the other
on the south side of the Canada Life
Building on Univ ersity Av enue. By
summer, the pendulum had clearly
shifted tow ards the Canada Life site
and on August 18, Mr. Holland w as
authorized to enter into a contract
with Nicholas Bros Ltd. to mov e the
house to that property.

After lengthy and complex negotia -
tions between the Society, the City
and Canada Life, a deal was final-
ized. Canada Life agreed to lease its
southern lawn to the City , receiving
in return forgiv eness of taxes on that
land. The City w ould acquire own -
ership of Campbell House, with the
assurance that the house would be
converted into an historical site; and
the Society would take possession of
the house, along with the responsi-
bility for its relocation and restora -
tion. The move into Campbell
House was now one significant step

A steel erectors strike in February
prevented work from being finished
on the basement. The original route
of the move had to be altered when
it w as discovered that an under-
ground garage probably w ould not

withstand the house's weight
as it passed overtop. Mere
hours before the move was to
take place, the City decided
that the house's movement
over the subway tunnel con-
stituted a potential danger ,
and demanded an $80,000
bond from the Society.

The Directors decided that
far too much time and effort
had been invested to let a lit-
tle thing like a security bond
stand in their w ay. On the

morning of Friday , March 31, early-
risers in the downtown core saw the
rather unusual sight of a large house
being wheeled slowly by . It weighed
over 300 tons, it measured 52 feet by
35 feet, and it stood 41 feet high. It
needed to be moved almost exactly
one mile through the streets of
downtown T oronto, and this neces-
sitated the removal of overhead
wires and the shoring of numerous
manholes. The move was a feat of
engineering expertise at the highest
level and, when it w as completed,
Campbell House would become, in
a very real sense, the foundation of
The Adv ocates' Society.

The house would serve a number of
purposes. The lower part would
become a museum, run by the Sir
William Campbell Foundation and
staffed largely by v olunteers. The
upper section would be reserved as
office space for The Adv ocates'
Society, and a dining facility w ould
be established in the basement area.
Of course, simply moving the house
and setting it down on a new site
was hardly the end of the story.
Much w ork still needed to be done
in order to prepare the house for
both the public and the Society and,
to this end, the Sir William
Campbell Residence Woman's
Advisory Committee headed by

closer, but this was still just a first
step in what w as to become a long
and arduous journey. The calendar
year closed with heartening news
from the architects that movement
of the house was, in fact, possible.

On June 11, members gathered once
again for the End of Term Dinner at
the Royal York Hotel, where they
were addressed by Thomas A.
Doyle, Senior Counsel of the Bar of
Ireland.

In October 1971, Mr. Holland
advised the Directors that the
Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce would require guaran -
tees before it would grant the neces-
sary letters of credit to the Sir
William Campbell Foundation. This
would require the individual
Directors to guarantee the debt per-
sonally, which, to their ev er-lasting
credit, they did unflinchingly , each
and every one.

The Municipal Board and the
Department of Municipal Affairs
approv ed the relocation of
Campbell House to the south lawn
of the Canada Life property, with
the excavation to begin on
Nov ember 29, 1971, and the actual
move occurring at the end of
January 1972. When the City
Commissioner refused to allow the
move in the winter months, how ev-
er, it was delayed yet again, this
time until March.

Even with affairs seemingly settled,
there were still some final glitches.
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It was at this time that W alter
Williston proved his mettle as a fund
raiser, cornering each of his col-
leagues on the Ireland trip and
encouraging them to donate; and
donate they did.



Nancy Holland prov ed tireless and
invaluable. 

There were still problems with fund
raising, financing and the collecting
of pledges and special levies, but all
of these problems were pushed onto
the back burner when, on June 28,
1974, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
The Queen Mother entered through
the front door with Barry P epper,
Q.C., and officially opened
Campbell House. The Adv ocates'
Society now had a home.

While the v arious and complex
issues surrounding the establish-
ment of Campbell House w ere of
prime concern, there was still other
Society business that needed to be
dealt with throughout the rest of the
decade.

During the administration of W .
David Griffiths, Q.C. (1971-72), fully
tw enty committees, ranging from
Administrativ e Law to Professional
Conduct, were actively functioning.
And, there w as the matter of the up-
coming Spring Convention, sched-
uled for May 1972 in London,
England.

As the Society continued its steady
growth, it became more and more
interested in offering adv ocacy edu-
cation. One of its earliest workshops
was held in April 1972 at the
Univ ersity of Windsor Law School,
dealing with cross-border issues in
motor v ehicle cases.

Thought also was given to the idea
of producing a new publication. The
Advocate, in its original concept,
would require fiv e editors, fifty
writers, w ould be printed fiv e times
per year, and would cost between
$500 and $600 per issue. It would be
a decade before this concept would
manifest as The Advocates' Society
Journal. 

The Spring Convention in April 1972
took the members to London,
England, where they met with that
country's bench and bar, and experi-

ence might stifle discussion at meet-
ings.  The other school of thought
was that the judicial system could be
improv ed only with the input of
both the bench and the bar.  The
Membership Committee recom -
mended that newly-appointed
judges be permitted to remain as
Honorary Members.  

The Right Honourable Lord Salmon
spoke on "The Role of the Appellate
Courts in England" at the End of
Term Dinner. 

During the presidency of Arthur
E.M. Maloney, Q.C. (1973-74), the
Board of Directors passed a resolu-
tion that read, "All judges of the
Supreme Court of Ontario, County
Court Judges, Masters, and mem-
bers of Administrativ e Tribunals
and Provincial Judges, who were
formerly members of The
Adv ocates' Society prior to their
appointment, may continue to be
members of the Society."

The Society lost one of its most valu-
able assets when Helen Halchuk,

enced the operation of the English
courts.   Back in Toronto, the End of
Term Dinner featured guest speaker
Sydney L. Robins, Q.C., Treasurer of
the Law Society, on the topic of "Our
Profession and the Winds of
Change." 

It w as under the stewardship of
President Charles F. McKeon, Q.C.
(1972-73) that the gryphon was con-
firmed as the Society's official
emblem. Chosen for its heraldic sig-
nificance and its ancient connection
with the law , the gryphon w as said
to be the offspring of a lion and an
eagle, emblematic of watchfulness,
courage, perseverance and rapidity
of execution. At a very early time, it
was adopted by Gray's Inn and
became synonymous with the quali -
ties expected of guardians of the
rights of men and w omen. 

At the end of the 1972-73 term, the
issue of judges as members arose.
One school of thought was that
members who were appointed to
the bench should no longer be
Society members because their pres-
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An old house moves to its new home on Friday, March 31, 1972.



Executive Secretary of the Society,
was forced to tender her resignation
because of time constraints. Mr.
Maloney noted the Society's indebt-
edness to her for her tremendous
efforts on the Society's behalf. A for-
mal recognition of her services took
place at a later date.

Scotland was the destination for the
1974 Spring Convention. In addition
to the high-quality educational pro -
grams expected at the Society's con-
ventions, members enjoyed a tour of
courts and castles and teed off on
golf courses steeped in history.

In June 1974, Barry Pepper, Q.C.
assumed the reins of the Society. He
would continue as President until
June 1976, making him one of only
tw o persons -- Walter Williston
being the other -- to hold the posi-
tion for a tw o-year term. Much of his
administration rev olved around
issues dealing with Campbell
House, including debt reduction,
furnishing and utilising the build -
ing's second floor, catering and
liquor licensing, the purchase of an
alarm system, and the unveiling of a
plaque for the premises.

During Mr . Pepper's administration,
the Society's committees began to be
streamlined; the Administrativ e
Law, Constitution, Rules of Practice,
Tariff and Professional Conduct
Committees were dismantled, leav-
ing a core of 13 committees operat-
ing.

In June 1974, Founding Director
Joseph Sedgwick became the first
recipient of The Adv ocates' Society
Medal, which w as created to be the
highest expression of esteem that
can be conveyed upon a member. 

In December, the annual Regular
membership fee was increased from
$50 to $100, with the fee for mem-
bers outside of Toronto being $60. A
$100 initiation fee was introduced
for new members, which w as used
to fund the Sir William Campbell
Foundation.

restoring and furnishing of
Campbell House was virtually com -
plete.

One of the first items on the agenda
of the next President, Hyliard G.
Chappell, Q.C.  (1976-77), was a visit
to Toronto by a group of 33
Australian litigators. Earlier that
year, the Society had travelled to
Australia and had enjoy ed hospital-
ity of the highest order . Now it w as
time to reciprocate, and the Society
went out of its w ay to do so. The vis-
itors w ere entertained at Directors’
homes, given a tour of the courts
and, like many foreign visitors, driv -
en down the Q.E.W. to see the won-
der of Niagara Falls.

The Society's debt reduction was
aided significantly by the donation
of a 100-piece set of 14K gold flat-
ware by the Joe and Faye
Tanenbaum Foundation. Featured in
a lottery, the set raised approximate-
ly $100,000, an amount that was
applied to the Society's Campbell
House debt. The lucky winner w as
Sonja Evans, a dedicated Campbell
House volunteer. 

On the administrativ e front, Helen
Halchuk returned to the Society as
its paid, full-time Executiv e
Secretary.  And while issues sur -
rounding Campbell House w ere still
paramount -- new curtains and
upholstery now w ere needed --
Joseph W. O'Brien, a Director soon
to be President, voiced the concern
shared by numerous other
Directors, that issues involving "the
house" were taking up far too much
time at Director's meetings. Mr .
Chappell responded that Robert
Louden w as set to become the Chair
of the new House Committee, which
would then begin meeting twice
monthly starting in January 1977. It
was hoped that this would alleviate
the problem, allowing Directors to
deal with other matters.

Certainly issues revolving around
Campbell House would continue to
arise; but from this point on, it

It w as during the Pepper era that the
issue of no-fault automobile insur -
ance arose. In January 1975, David
Griffith, Chair of the Insurance
Committee, distributed draft sub -
missions of the Society's recommen-
dations to the provincial gov ern-
ment regarding insurance reform.
Little did Mr . Griffith or the rest of
the Board of Directors realize that
this was an issue that would domi -
nate the Society's agenda for years to
come.

On another front, Earl A. Cherniak,
Q.C., Chair of the Law Reform and
Legislation Committee, introduced
the membership to new procedures
that were to be put in place with
regard to the province's Legal Aid
program.

At the End of Term Dinner in June,
the Honourable John B. Aylesworth
spoke on the topic of "Adv ocacy at
nisi prius and in Appellate Court: Is
There a Difference?"  And Arthur
E.M. Maloney, Q.C. became the sec-
ond recipient of The Adv ocates'
Society Medal, prior to leaving prac -
tice to assume the position of
Ombudsman for Ontario.

The 1976 Spring Convention in
Australia, chaired by the
Honourable Justice Douglas
Carruthers, prov ed to be a great suc-
cess. The more than eighty members
in attendance met with members of
the bar in both Melbourne and
Sydney, carried out extensive meet-
ings, and were lavishly entertained
in the homes of members of the
Australian bar .  Two months later,
the End of Term Dinner featured the
Right Honourable Sir Peter
Rawlinson, Former Attorney-
General of England and Chair of the
Bar Council. The Adv ocates' Society
Medal w as awarded to John J.
Robinette, Q.C.

All told, by the time Mr . Pepper's
tw o-year term was complete, he was
able to report at the Annual Meeting
in June that the Society was in a
"thriving condition," and that the
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seemed that matters concerning the
house would hav e to leave centre
stage.  

At the Annual Meeting in June 1977,
Wendell S. Wigle, Q.C., was elected
to become the eleventh President of
the Society. He inherited an organi -
zation that, as outgoing President
Hyl Chappell reported, had w orked
its debt down to $40,000 and had
balanced its annual budget.  

One of the pre-dominant matters of
business on this day was the
approval of an increase in the num-
ber of Directors from 30 to 36.
Another w as the creation of a new
class of membership - the Associate
Member -- whose non-voting num -
bers would include only judges and
magistrates.  Membership was to be
limited to those who had been a
member at the time of their appoint -
ment.  

The End of Term Dinner that fol -

Roy McMurtry , and more than ten
judges of the Supreme Court and the
County Court.  Delegates were treat-
ed to home hospitality, a cocktail
reception with the President of the
State of Israel, meetings in the
Knesset, and joint meetings with
members of the Supreme Court of
Israel and senior members of the Bar
of Israel.

On the committee front, the
Society's Insurance Committee was
called upon to present evidence
before the Select Committee of the
Provincial Legislature with respect
to the creation of a no-fault automo-
bile insurance program for Ontario.
The Committee on Mental Health
Services was active in proposed
amendments to The Mental Health
Act, and significant w ork w as being
done by the Supreme Court Liaison
Committee, especially regarding the
lack of an adequate structure for the
Toronto Jury and Non-Jury Lists,
and around a perceived need for a
liaison between the Office of the
Attorney General with the
Department of Justice in Ottawa.
The Criminal Law Committee, hav -
ing noted that Ontario's 93,000
Francophones were being represent-
ed by just 10 French-speaking
lawy ers and heard by merely 25
bilingual judges, w as concerning
itself with the necessity of assuring
that French-speaking citizens would
be able to have their criminal and
civil trials held in their nativ e
tongue. It also was suggested that a
problem or complaint committee be
established to receive comments
from members concerning the con-
duct of judges.

In addition to the Spring
Convention, the Society also held a
Spring Conference in Toronto, the
highlight of which w as the unveiling
of the Civil Procedure Revision
Committee's working draft of the
proposed new Ontario Rules of
Civil Procedure. Under the direction
of Walter Williston, the Committee
had worked on this proposal for tw o
years.

low ed featured Professor Thomas F.
Lambert, Jr., Editor-in-Chief for the
Association of Trial Lawy ers of
America, speaking on "The Civil
Jury: Quo Vadis?"  The Adv ocates'
Society Medal was awarded to
Founding Director Isadore Levinter ,
Q.C. 

A highlight of the W igle administra -
tion w as the determination to make
Israel the destination for the
Society's Spring Convention. This
journey w ould take place in March
1978, despite the threats posed by
on-going tensions between Israel
and its neighbours. Chaired by John
J. Fitzpatrick, Q.C. and Bert
Raphael, Q.C., it would be declared
a resounding success, the measure
of which w as largely attributable to
the high-profile contingent that
came from Ontario, including the
Honourable Justice Willard Z. Estey
of The Supreme Court of Canada,
the Honourable Chief Justice
William Gale, Attorney General R.
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It w as during the Wigle administra -
tion that the Society began present-
ing cufflinks featuring the gryphon
logo to members who made signifi -
cant contributions to the Society.  At
Campbell House, George Benda
began his 17-year reign as chef of the
Society's dining room and, in June,
members gathered for the End of
Term Dinner with guest speaker the
Honourable Justice Willard Z. Estey.  

John J. Fitzpatrick, Q.C, was elected
as the President of the Society for
the 1978-79 term, which was high-
lighted primarily by the continuing
activity of the Insurance Committee
and the Bench and Bar Committee. 

At the August 1978 Directors’
Meeting, Insurance Committee chair
Theodore H. Rachlin, Q.C. reported
on the split in the Select Committee
of the Ontario Legislature betw een
the majority group, which recom -
mended a plan that would pay all or
most economic losses, and a minori-
ty group, which opted for the de facto
system that advocated for change by
way of increased accident benefits. It
was determined that the Society
would disagree with the conclusions
of the majority of the Select
Committee recommending a tort-
restrictiv e, no-fault insurance plan.
The Society took the position that
there should be unrestricted access
to the courts by all innocent accident
victims with a component of
increased no-fault benefits for which
the tort feasor's insurer would be
given credit.

The Bench and Bar Committee was
the Society's voice on such issues as
the increase in the jurisdiction of
Small Claims Court to $3,000, and
the matter of fixed dates in provin -
cial courts.

There were a number of other high-
lights during Mr . Fitzpatrick's
tenure. Famed American criminal
lawy er Arthur Julien w as booked for
a seminar on personal injury, which,
due to his schedule, was not pre-
sented until June 1980.  In April, the

debt that had resulted when it res-
cued and adopted Campbell House
as its own home. Over the years, the
retirement of the debt came to take
on almost legendary status in the
annals of the Society.  A special cere-
mony w as held at the 1979 Fall
Convention in Toronto. A silver
bowl w as procured and in it w ere
placed the last of the bank's notes.
Joe Sedgwick was given the honour
of setting a match to the notes while
an apprehensive hotel employee
stood guard with a siphon bottle,
but it w asn't needed. The small fire
burned down of its own accord, the
hotel was spared, and the Society
emerged unscathed from the debt-
load it had carried all those years.

Another feature of the 1979 Fall
Convention was the performance of
a young comedian. His name was
Jim Carrey. His fee was $50. 

Perhaps the most enlightening exer-
cise undertaken during Mr .
Cherniak's year in office took place
in January 1980, at a special
Director's meeting dealing with the
issue of membership. The Society
was now in its 15th year, had experi-
enced and survived its growing
pains and its adolescence, and was
in a position to re-examine its fun -
damental nature. The debate about
what it w as going to be was encap-
sulated in a re-examination of the
rules for entry.

There were, not surprisingly , vary-
ing opinions on a number of differ -
ent membership topics, and the
concept of an optimum number of
members was hotly debated. Some
felt that the Society shouldn't grow
too large -- that the founders had
envisioned a group in which ev ery-
one knew everyone else and in
which no one should hav e to stand
in a long line-up in the dining room,
just to get a sandwich or a table.
Others felt that the Society should
admit y ounger lawy ers as soon as
possible, within tw o or three years
of call, in order for them to fully
gain the advantages of mentorship

arriv al in London, Ontario of Lord
Denning to help celebrate the
Centennial of the Middlesex Law
Association provided the Society
with the opportunity to arrange a
luncheon for 600 with His Lordship
at the Hotel Toronto. And, as the
Society's first President, J.J.
Robinette, Q.C., would be celebrat-
ing the 50th Anniv ersary of his call
to the bar, it was decided that the
End of Term Dinner w ould be held
in his honour , and that he would be
invited to be the guest speaker.

The Sir William Campbell
Foundation reported that comple -
tion of the restoration and the fur -
nishing of Campbell house w ould
cost in the vicinity of $180,000.
While grants such as those provided
by the Wintario Foundation could
be counted on to provide perhaps
$80,000, the balance almost certainly
would hav e to come from unspeci-
fied fund raising efforts. 

The 1979-80 term was presided over
by Earl A. Cherniak, Q.C. Under his
leadership, a monthly newsletter
was established to provide informa-
tion of a topical nature for the mem -
bership; a committee was formed to
make recommendations to the
Province's Williston Committee
with respect to costs and family law
rules, and the question of what use
could be made of the third floor of
Campbell House arose. The
Premises Committee was tasked
with making recommendations on
this latter issue. 

The Spring Convention in San
Francisco, chaired by Ted Rachlin,
Q.C. in association with the San
Francisco Trial Lawy ers Association,
featured joint meetings, lectures and
panels dealing with matters of
mutual interest. Society members
visited the courts and w ere hosted at
a cocktail reception by the famed
American defense attorney Melvin
Belli.   

There was great relief when the
Society finally w as able to retire the
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that would be provided by more
experienced members. This was,
after all, one of the Society's pre-
dominant founding principles.
There was also a suggestion that
fully 75% of a lawy er's practice
should be in advocacy as a qualifica-
tion for membership, although this
recommendation w as criticized by
some as being too difficult to accu-
rately determine. 

Ultimately , a compromise was
reached when it was decided that, in
future, a new member must have
been practising law for at least five
years, and that 75% of the last three
of those years must have
been spent in advocacy.  

The benefits of this exer-
cise went beyond merely
numbers and by-law
changes. For the first time
since its inception, the
Society had taken the
opportunity to pause,
reflect, and focus on the
fundamental issues of
what it w as and where it
was going.

The End of Term brought
another dinner , another
guest speaker -- the
Honourable Justice A.M.
Harradence of the Supreme
Court of Alberta, Appellate
Division -- and another
worthy recipient of The
Adv ocates' Society Medal --
Walter B. Williston, Q.C. 

With the turning of the
decade and a new term
under Joseph W. O'Brien,
Q.C., (1980-81), the Society was
faced with an unexpected problem.
As a matter of course, members had
deducted expenses incurred on the
Society's conventions outside of
Ontario. Revenue Canada, however,
decided it w as disinclined to allow
these expenses, and indicated that it
would begin to audit v arious
returns dating back to the 1976
Australia trip. 

these recommendations would be
considered in the months to come.

During this term, the Society decid -
ed to experiment with an informal
open house at Campbell House,
with wine and cheese being served
on Thursday evenings. This concept
prov ed to be a poor draw and was
cancelled.  The Campbell House
Dining Room, how ever, was made
available to members for $50 plus
the cost of catering and proved to be
an attractive draw for such events as
Christmas parties and meetings of
other legal organizations.

In a departure from tradi -
tion, there was no guest
speaker at the 1981 End of
Term Dinner; instead,
toasts were made to the
bench and the bar, and to
the Honourable May er
Lerner and His Honour
Ben Grossberg on their
retirement, with corre -
sponding responses. 

The 1981-82 term, under
the presidency of
Theodore H. Rachlin, Q.C.,
dawned with the issue of
the deductibility of out-of-
country conv ention
expenses still a thorn in the
Society's side. By mid-
Nov ember a decision was
reached that was
unfav ourable to the
Society. An immediate
appeal was launched, with
John J. Robinette, Q.C.,
leading the process, and
Merv Ellis, Q.C. and Bert
Raphael, Q.C., being exam-

ined for discov ery by lawy ers for
Revenue Canada. Using his unpar-
alleled eloquence and persuasive-
ness, Mr. Robinette eventually con-
vinced Revenue Canada to abandon
its challenge of the deductibility of
convention expenses. So as to avoid
any further problems, the by-laws of
the Society were amended to permit
the study of foreign legal systems
through trav el to foreign jurisdic -

To commemorate one of its key
founding members, Isadore
Levinter , Q.C., the Society estab-
lished a prize in his name to be
awarded annually, at the President's
discretion, to the student obtaining
the highest mark in Civil Procedure
II in the Bar Admission Course. The
$150 prize would be funded with a
$2,000 sum paid to and held by The
Law Society of Upper Canada.

As part of The Adv ocates' Society's
ongoing efforts to assess its mem-
bers' needs and remain relevant, its
Long Range Planning Committee
spent considerable time and effort

inv estigating the workings of the
Society and, eventually, made the
following recommendations:  An
annual budget w as needed; a
process for the short-term invest-
ment of excess funds was needed;
the long-term use of Campbell
House should be determined, and
the need for the Society to take a
more active role in advocacy educa-
tion should be addressed.  All of

12

Barry C. Pepper, Q.C. and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The
Queen Mother at the official opening of Campbell House on
June 28, 1974.



tions and meetings with local judges
and lawy ers. Future out-of-country
conventions were coordinated by
way of an invitation to the Society
by the host country for a joint meet -
ing.

In memory of its Past President, The
Adv ocates' Society Walter Williston
Prize in Adv ocacy was created, to be
offered to law students across the
province.

In 1981, Brian J.E. Brock, Q.C., Chair
of the Publications Committee,
joined forces with Moishe Reiter,
Q.C. to research and to lay the
groundw ork for a periodical that
would be called The Advocates'
Society Journal.After collaborating
on everything from the physical for -
mat to the content, Mr. Brock pre-
sented a proposal to the Board of
Directors and nominated Mr . Reiter
as Founding Editor. Subsequent
Publications Committee Chair C.
Anthony Keith, Q.C. continued the
process, and June 1982 saw the
debut of the first issue. It featured a
brief history of the Society written
by lawy er and noted author Jack
Batten, and it featured on its cover
an original rendition of Campbell
House by artist Blair Clark. The
Journal would hav e its growing
pains as Mssrs. Brock, Keith and
Reiter worked to define its nature
and to encourage the contribution of
articles, but it w ould find its w ay
and become one of the Society's
most visible and enduring tradi -
tions.  

As Campbell House was experienc-
ing some financial stress, it was
decided that a loan would be grant-
ed to the Foundation by the Society.
There was debate, however, on the
wisdom of the mov e; some mem-
bers felt that the Foundation needed
to do more to deal with its own
financial problems.

The second Spring Convention in
Ireland, chaired by Bert Raphael,
took place in 1982 and was another
huge success. The legal meetings,

recommendations to the Society
regarding the establishment and
funding of full-time adv ocacy
courses at those schools. The Society
worked hard to establish liaisons
with the law schools, a valuable
stepping stone to positive relations
in the future.

A goal of this term w as to hold one
of the Society's ongoing Workshops
somewhere in Northern Ontario.
Sault-Ste. Marie was the chosen
venue in January 1983.

In order to forge closer ties with the
Sir William Campbell Foundation,
Ken Howie met with the Executiv e
Committee of the Foundation with
the intention of discussing the func -
tions and relationships of the tw o
groups. As a result of the meeting,
the Chair of the Foundation and the
President of the Society agreed to
attend each other's meetings in
anticipation that this w ould
enhance communications between
the two bodies.

The Advocate's Society Journalcontin-
ued its steady growth, with the
Publications Committee determin -
ing that fiv e issues per year was a
reasonable objective. Deficits of
$3,000 to $4,000 per issue were pre-
dicted, but the Directors felt that the
Journal should continue, and they
authorized $12,000 for the publica-
tion of the first three issues in 1983. 

Early in 1983, members were invited
to a May reception at Convocation
Hall, where the portrait head of J.J.
Robinette, commissioned by the
Society and created by the artist Ken
Jarvis, was unveiled. The sculpture
now presides over the Dining Room
at Campbell House.   

It w as during this term that, for the
first time, the Society began to deal
with an issue that the founding
members probably never would
have considered, that being that the
Society's rapid growth might some -
day become problematic. The Long
Term Planning Committee under

the discussions about the Irish
Constitution, the interactions with
the Irish bar over pints of Guinness,
and the social activities all were con-
sidered to be of a very high calibre.

In March, the Society was shaken by
a shooting at Osgoode Hall. This
incident prompted T ed Rachlin to
write to Attorney General Roy
McMurtry , expressing the Society's
concerns about security. Michael
Sulliv an was appointed as the
Society's representative to a com-
mittee that w as set up by the
Attorney General, with the under -
standing that this committee w ould
ultimately file its recommendations
with the Bench and Bar Committee. 

The determination to engage the
Society more deeply in the realm of
advocacy education continued. By
the end of the term, the Education
Committee w as preparing to offer
the province's law schools a local
committee to help produce adv oca-
cy programs. The Education
Committee also offered to organize
a trial adv ocacy competition
amongst the schools. This competi-
tion w ould be held in Toronto, with
a dinner to follow at Campbell
House. As the term ended, the
Society awaited the approval of the
Deans of the various law schools.

The End of Term Dinner , now at the
King Edw ard Hotel, featured Niall
McCarthy, S.C., Chair of the General
Council of the Bar of Ireland, as
guest speaker.

In 1982, during the term of Kenneth
E. Howie, Q.C. (1982-83), Vice-pres-
ident John P. Nelligan, Q.C. attend-
ed a meeting with representativ es of
the province's law schools. Here he
became aware of the widely-held
view that full-time adv ocacy cours-
es were needed, particularly at law
schools outside of Toronto.
Subsequently, Mr. Howie w as
empowered to designate a member
of the Society as a faculty advisor in
each of the centres outside of
Toronto. The advisors would make
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John Nelligan was beginning to
voice concerns over the problems
that likely w ould result from the
Society's ever-increasing member-
ship. Issues such as the problem of
accommodation would once more
come to the fore -- but not quite yet.

On the legal front, the Bench and
Bar Committee was active on the
issue of the limits of financial juris -
diction in the County Court. It w as
widely recognized that the limit
needed to be increased, but by how
much? At one point, the Committee
had decided that $25,000 would be
sufficient, but a canvass of members
showed that the majority w ere pre-
pared to go as high as $30,000 or
even $35,000. Ultimately, it was
decided that the Society's recom-
mendation w ould be for a limit of
$25,000, but that this number would
be re-visited in a year's time.

The End of Term Dinner w as one to
be remembered. It featured Premier
William G. Davis as guest speaker,
and was highlighted by the presen-
tation of The Adv ocates' Society
Medal to Brendan O'Brien, Q.C.  In
his last official address as President
of the Society, Ken Howie informed
the membership gathered at
Toronto's King Edw ard Hotel on
June 23, 1983 that the work of the
Society continued apace, and that
"no other legal organization in
Canada could boast greater dedica-
tion to the aims of the legal profes-
sion than this Society." 

Incoming President John P.
Nelligan, Q.C., LSM (1983-84) inher-
ited an organization that had grown
to 1,118 members, with 66 Associate
members, and was fiscally sound
and securely established. In short,
the Society probably never had been
as well positioned to tackle the chal-
lenges of the on-coming year. 

At the first full Director's meeting
held later that summer , Mr. Nelligan
demonstrated an inclination to meet
the challenges of the organization
head on. In his review of commit -

nated in addresses to the delegates
by both the Attorney General and
the Chief Justice of Kenya.

Back in Toronto, the End of Term
Dinner featured the Right
Honourable R.G. Brian Dickson,
P.C. as guest speaker.

Peter Webb, Q.C. assumed leader-
ship of the Society in June 1984.
Early on during his leadership came
the welcome news that Revenue
Canada had abandoned the issue of
out-of-country conv ention expens-
es, a result that not only repudiated
the Society's long-standing claims in
this regard, but also boded well for
the upcoming Spring Conv ention to
New York City .

During Mr . Webb's tenure, the
Board considered whether Society
members, and Directors in particu -
lar, should participate in competing
educational programs such as those
run by the Law Society. While its
educational programs w ere an
important contributor to the
Society's financial health, it also rec-
ognized that competition betw een
organizations had resulted in an
upgrading of standards of legal
education and a greater variety in
programming. This led to a discus -
sion of the need to carefully define
the Society's unique areas of
strength and, subsequently, to the
oft-held but necessary debate on the
purposes of the Society itself.

Another issue that arose at this junc-
ture was that of lawyers talking to
the media. The Law Society already
had entered into a debate on the
topic, and the Society took the posi-
tion that "a lawy er should not use
the news media to publicize himself
or herself and all public communi -
cations should be free from circum-
stances that suggest that the
lawy er's real purpose is to promote
himself or herself in comparison
with other members of the bar." It
was, however, understood and
noted that, in light of the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms,there could or

tees, he gave special mention to the
newly-formed Automation and
Court Merger Committees. The
Automation Committee w as formed
to deal with the arriv al of the com-
puter age. Lengthy discussions on
the advantages of computerization
would result in $22,500 being bud-
geted to procure a system that
would both meet the Society's imme-
diate needs and, it was hoped, not
need to be completely up-dated or
replaced two years later. The Court
Merger Committee w ould report on
the proposed merger of the County
and District Courts in the T rial
Division of the Supreme Court.

The Program Committee scheduled
a full range of activities, from a joint
meeting with the Medico-Legal
Society in September -- the purpose
of which w as to present a primer on
basic human anatomy for young
lawy ers -- through to the Spring
Convention in Keny a. 

At Campbell House, the Society
entered into a contract that saw a
firm of architects prepare a feasibili -
ty study for determining possible
renovations to, and hence the possi-
ble future function of, the building's
then unused third-floor space.

And on the Standing Committee
front, the Law Reform Committee
was preparing a report on recom-
mendations to the Ontario Law
Reform Commission regarding class
actions. Past President Earl Cherniak
was the force behind a committee to
represent the Society's position on
the federal and provincial gov ern-
ment's initiativ es with respect to the
problem of drinking and driving,
and a committee of Past Presidents
was formed to deal with the issue of
television in the courts.

The Society journeyed into Africa for
the Spring Convention in March
1984. With legal programming
arranged by Terry O'Sulliv an and
with the detailed organization of
chair Bert Raphael, this turned out to
be an exciting excursion that culmi-
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should be little or no restriction on a
lawy er's communication with the
press.

Also vexing the Directors
during this term w as the
constitutionality and legality
of a pre-paid legal aid plan
negotiated by the United
Auto W orkers in contracts
with General Motors of
Canada and Ford Motor
Company of Canada, a bene-
fit that the Society saw as
potentially rife with conflict.

1985 brought the concept of holding
a Directors' meeting outside of
Toronto once per year. London,
Ontario w as the first venue. Other
highlights of this term included the
Society's tribute to the Honourable
R. Roy McMurtry on the occasion of
his retirement from the office of
Attorney General, with the presen -
tation to Mr . McMurtry of lifetime
membership in the Society and a
scroll honouring him for his contri -
bution to the administration of jus -
tice and advocacy in general. The
Spring Convention in Toronto fea-
tured the Honourable Justice
Willard Z. Estey as principal speak-
er on the topic of "Innov ations in
Adv ocacy in the '80s," and the
Spring Conference chaired by Bert
Raphael took the Society to New
York.   

The term ended with a dinner at
L'Hotel, featuring the Honourable
John C. Crosbie, Minister of Justice
and Attorney General of Canada, as
guest speaker. The Adv ocates'
Society Medal was awarded posthu-
mously to Douglas K. Laidlaw , Q.C.

Bert Raphael, Q.C., assumed the
presidency of the Society for the
1985-86 term. Under his leadership,
the Society was active on a number
of fronts.  

Early in the term, Ronald D. Manes
introduced the concept of an
Adv ocacy Institute that w ould focus
on the teaching of advocacy skills to

At the Board of Director's meeting
of June 1986, Allan D. Houston, Q.C.
was elected  President for the 1986-
87 term. As a means of paying trib-

ute to his predecessors, he
decided to create a commem-
orativ e gold ring featuring
the gryphon. These rings
were presented to the
Society's Past Presidents at a
gala dinner at the York Club
in December 1986.

A number of pragmatic issues
were considered by the
Directors during this term,

including the Premier's decision to
abolish the existing Queen's
Counsel system. The struggle to
preserve the tort system in Ontario
took on a life of its own as meetings
were held with v arious legislativ e
caucuses, articles were written, and
Past Presidents and others appeared
before the Slater Commission and
the Kruger Commission to put forth
the Society's support for the system.
On the issue of the proposed merg-
er of the County Court and the
Supreme Court, the Society held the
opinion that the distinction betw een
the two Courts should be main-
tained; how ever, the Zuber
Commission recommendation pre -
vailed and the tw o Courts were
merged.

The Houston administration consid -
ered China, Hong Kong and Italy
for the 1988 Spring Conference. The
choice was an 11-day event split
between Hong Kong and Shanghai.
The 1987 Spring Convention was
scheduled for Quebec City.

Courtesy of The Adv ocates' Society,
Campbell House was the benefici-
ary of a new air conditioning system
and a large, illuminated sign to help
bolster visitor attendance.  The
Society's donation of law books to
the Dominica Law Library in the
previous year -- that island nation's
law library having been destroy ed
by fire -- w as acknowledged by a
letter of thanks from the Attorney
General and the Minister of Legal

young lawy ers. A committee was
established to study this idea, and it
would build tow ards this goal
throughout the y ear.

The Prepaid Legal Services
Committee continued its w ork in an
area that was becoming increasingly
thorny and controv ersial, and the
Family Law Committee made rec-
ommendations on Bills C-47 The
Divorce and Corollary Relief Act and
C-48 The Family Order Enforcement
Assistance Act. The on-going crisis
in the insurance industry kept the
Insurance Committee engaged
through y et another term, and saw
Mr. Raphael embark on a tour to
make speeches and representations
on the issue.

The Sir William Campbell
Foundation received funds from the
Society for the renovation of the
kitchen fireplace and outside gate
posts. The Journalcontinued to pros -
per, now featuring articles in the
French language. And the Society
entered into the marketing of mem -
orabilia when it receiv ed permission
to sell "The Barrister," a figurine
from the Fairw eather Collection. 

The highlight of 1986 was undoubt-
edly the Spring Conference in
Austria and Hungary , chaired by
Terrence J. O'Sullivan.  Offering fiv e
days in Budapest with a trip down
the Danube to finish the conference
in Vienna, it was considered to be
one of the Society's best.  

The End of Term Dinner featured
John C. Shepherd, Immediate Past
President of the American Bar
Association, as guest speaker.
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Affairs and Immigration and
Labour of the Commonw ealth of
Dominica.

In Nov ember 1986, Dean Neil Gold
of the Univ ersity of Windsor sub-
mitted a proposal for the first phase
of development of The Adv ocates'
Society Institute. He noted the over-
whelming need for the training of
lawy ers in advocacy skills and the
absence of any such comprehensive
programs in Canada. In January
1987, the Board of Directors passed
a resolution to proceed with the
Institute, and allocated $138,000,
much of which w ould be used to
develop the Basic Adv ocacy
Training Program (BA TP) -- the pro-
gram's instructional modules -- in
the coming year. This would yield
some 100 hours of learning-by-
doing instruction in the adv ocacy
process from initial client interview
to preparation for appeal; in short,
everything necessary for the effec-

at the meeting.  While Mr . Sopinka
himself acknowledged in a Journal
article that this action w as perceived
by some as "an ambush," it did
receive "an unexpected show of sup-
port" by a sufficient number of
advocates at the meeting, including
incumbent and proposed Directors.
Representatives of both sides com-
promised on a new slate that includ -
ed a substantial component of each
slate, in the shared hope that this
would refocus the Society on its
original role of speaking on behalf
of all litigators. 

The End of Term Dinner that fol -
low ed this extraordinary meeting
featured Founding Director John D.
Arnup as both the guest speaker
and the recipient of The Adv ocates'
Society Medal. 

In the fall of 1987, under new
President John R.R. Jennings, Q.C.
(1987-88), the Society was

tiv e practice of advocacy.
Spearheading the project were ASI
Committee Chair Ron Manes, Vice-
chair C. Scott Ritchie, Q.C.,
Treasurer Peter Webb, and W.A.
Derry Millar , who was responsible
for the trial adv ocacy competitions.  

The Executive Committee found
reason to re-examine its by-laws
pertaining to nomination proce -
dures when long-time member John
J. Sopinka, Q.C. and others chal-
lenged the Nominating Committee's
slate at the 1987 Annual General
Meeting.  Mr . Sopinka had felt for
some time that the Society's focus
was narrowing, specifically tow ards
representation of the insurance bar.
At his colleagues' urgings, he
formed an alternativ e slate of promi-
nent advocates comprising a broad-
er base of practice areas, including a
substantial number of adv ocates
from the slate of the Nominating
Committee, and presented this slate
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approached by the Law Society to
provide assistance with the issue of
specialization. The Society estab-
lished a committee that compiled
and submitted a list of its members
who qualified as Specialists.

The Spring Conference to China
spurred tremendous interest, to the
point where it w as already over-
booked (120 confirmed, and a wait-
ing list of 20 more) as early as
September 1987. The trip, chaired by
Terry O'Sulliv an and Bert Raphael,
would prov e to be an unqualified
success, both as a conference and as
a great adventure. The 125 members
and guests, including ten judges,
discovered in Shanghai an embry-
onic legal system, merely a decade
old, but with a strong desire on the
part of its participants to absorb and
learn. The visitors were given docu-
mentation on the Chinese court sys-
tem, priv ate practice, tort compen-
sation, legal aid and codification. In
Hong Kong, they w ere briefed on
the perils of aligning the local sys-
tem of justice with that of China
proper. 

Continuing with its newly-created
policy of holding at least one
Director's meeting per year outside
of Toronto, the Directors met in
Ottawa in the spring of 1988. 

A new committee w as struck to
respond to the Pritchard Task Force,
a federal/provincial initiativ e that
was to look into the scheme of com-
pensation to victims of medical mis -
adventure. The already-established
Alternativ es to Litigation
Committee, chaired by John Evans,
Q.C., had its name changed to the
Alternativ e Dispute Resolution
Committee in time for a national
conference on the topic in June 1988.

By the spring of 1988, the Society
was nearing its quarter-century
mark. It seemed like the time was
right to re-examine the goals and
purposes that it had set for itself in
the mid-sixties. Under the direction
of Long Range Planning Committee

Committee and its surv ey of the
general membership.

From the survey responses, Mr.
Oatley and his Committee found
that the membership was looking
for several things, the foremost
including programs, mentorship,
better communication and newly-
defined criteria for membership. As
the Directors were anxious to
respond, each of the suggested ini-
tiativ es was addressed during this
term.

Developed by the Society and the
Adv ocates' Society Institute
Committee, with W eirFoulds as the
sponsor, the first annual Arnup Cup
Competition w as held on March 11,
1988 at the University of Windsor.
This trial adv ocacy competition was
created to teach students the art of
advocacy by having them partici -
pate in a mock courtroom trial. It
was named after the Honourable
John D. Arnup, in recognition of his
contribution to adv ocacy during his
long career as advocate and judge.
The Arnup Cup soon w ould expand
to include all Ontario law schools.

By July 1988, The Adv ocates' Society
Institute w as flourishing. It w as
administered by its principal, Dean
Neil Gold, and by Ruth W indeler,
the recently-hired Director . Ms
Windeler joined the Institute with
extensive experience in designing,
implementing and administering
practical legal-training courses.
Beginning in June, pilot modules
were presented and evaluated and,
by December, 119 persons had
signed up for the program. 

In October 1988, a new publication
called The Advocates' Briefwas
launched, growing largely from the
desire to maintain a more regular
and direct communication with the
membership. The recent survey had
shown that the membership gener-
ally did not know or appreciate the
work of the Society or its Directors.
A newsletter, planned as a monthly,
four -page, blue and gray summary,

Chair Roger G. Oatley, the Society
undertook the process of self-exam-
ination by sending a questionnaire
to its membership seeking input
into possible changes in its direc-
tion. Member input resulted in a
new Statement of Purpose and
Objectives, which read as follows:

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:
The Adv ocates' Society is an associ-
ation of lawy ers throughout Ontario
who practise as advocates in the res-
olution of disputes inv olving the
Courts, Administrativ e Tribunals,
Government Bodies, Arbitrations
and other forums for dispute resolu -
tion.

OBJECTIVES:
• to teach the skills and ethics of
advocacy;
• to speak out on behalf of adv o-
cates;
• to protect the right to representa -
tion by an independent bar;
• to initiate appropriate reforms to
the legal system, and
• to promote fellowship amongst its
membership

During this term, the Executiv e
Committee identified a need for an
honorary solicitor to giv e advice on
corporate matters and to conduct
specific tasks such as reviewing
Society by-laws. James G. Matthews
of Aird & Berlis w as appointed to
the post, which came with an hono-
rarium of $1,000 per year.

Founding Director G. Arthur
Martin, Q.C., w as awarded The
Adv ocates' Society Medal at the End
of Term Dinner , which featured the
Honourable Justice Charles L.
Dubin as guest speaker. 

Under the leadership of President
Rino A. Stradiotto, Q.C., the 1988-89
term w as one of the busiest in the
Society's history. One item that
stood out above the day-to-day
workings, how ever, was the forma-
tion and integration of the Strategic
Plan, an initiativ e that grew out of
Roger Oatley's Long Term Planning
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could be written, produced and
mailed at a relatively low cost, but
would not inv olve itself in the
longer and more detailed articles
that w ere the provenance of the
Journal. Terrence J. O'Sullivan was
chosen to head the project and he
served as co-editor, with John
Evans, Q.C. and Heather Ford, of
the first v olume of issues. In coming
years, the “Brief” w ould pass into
the hands of other equally dedicated
editors, including Sandra J.
Simpson, Patricia D.S. Jackson,
Elizabeth M. Stewart, Lynda C.E.
Tanaka, Sarah E. Pepall, Jeff G.
Cowan and Robyn M. Ryan Bell.

And finally , by-laws were drafted
that would hav e the effect of allow-
ing younger members into the
Society, with the conditions of mem -
bership reduced to allow greater
flexibility to the procedure.

In other notable events in this ses-
sion, the prospect of a federal sales
tax on legal services reared its ugly
head, a first indication to prescient
members of the soon-to-be-hatched
Goods and Services Tax; a special
issue of the Journal was published
for distribution at the American Bar
Association Convention held in
Toronto; a Board of Directors meet-
ing w as held in Hamilton, and the
Society was active in The Attorney
General's Conference on Access to
Justice. The Society was represented
on a committee considering the
issue of paralegals, the Zuber
Committee and the Pritchard
Committee w ere on-going and, on
Nov ember 24, 1988, the Society's
donated stained glass window,
"English Heritage," w as dedicated in
Convocation Hall at Osgoode Hall.  

The End of Term Dinner featured
the Honourable Justice Peter de C.
Cory of The Supreme Court of
Canada, who recounted significant
cases throughout history and high -
lighted the role of the adv ocate in
each instance.  

As Peter G. Jarvis, Q.C. assumed the

Planning Committee held discus -
sions on these issues and came up
with the following conclusions: 

• Renov ations at Campbell House
should certainly push ahead. Delays
had been on-going for a decade, and
with ev ery year that passed, expens-
es mounted. 
• The Society needed a membership
marketing plan, because, without
increased membership, objectives
could not be met. This initiativ e ulti -
mately w ould result in the creation
of the Intermediate Member catego-
ry, aimed at the lawyer who did not
yet have five years of experience.
• The Society needed to strengthen
its commitment to the Institute and
to build on the opportunities for col -
legiality that it presented.
• The Society needed to be more of
a "trade association," with the man-
date to consider and confront policy
issues facing it. "We need to be
inv olved in the legislativ e process.
We cannot afford to be 'amateurs.'
We need to protect the role of advo-
cates in dispute resolution," the
Committee concluded.
• Society staff w as overtaxed. A sec-
retary w as needed, bookkeeping
could be contracted out, and a new
computer w as required.
• A sound business plan was need-
ed.

While this planning w as underway,
Tony Keith and Moishe Reiter, who
had been producing the Journal
since its debut, asked to be relieved
of their responsibility . Their final
issue was published in the Trinity
Term, June 1990.

Undoubtedly , the highlight of this
term w as the 10-day International
Conference in Moscow and
Leningrad in May 1990. Because of
significant changes that were taking
place in the Soviet Union, as it then
was, many areas of law and justice
were in a state of flux. Besides the
obvious cultural attractions -- the
Bolshoi, Lenin's Tomb, the Kirov
Theatre -- delegates had the oppor-
tunity to observ e trials and visit

presidency for the 1989-90 term, it
became increasingly obvious that
The Adv ocates' Society had evolved
into a far different organization than
was originally conceived. What was
foreseen by some members as an
organization for predominantly
Toronto-based litigators -- a group
in which "ev ery member knew
every other member" -- had grown
into an expansive and dominant
professional organization with a
province-wide membership and
wide-ranging goals and concerns.

Such wide-ranging goals, optimistic
objectives and a multi-layered orga-
nizational structure brought
increasing demands, responsibilities
and especially costs. To fully fund
the many objectives of the Society
required ever-increasing resources.
Long-delayed improv ements to the
second and third floors of Campbell
House were expected to cost in the
range of $300,000. The Society's
determination to fight the gov ern-
ment's no-fault automobile insur -
ance plan with an injunction appli -
cation led to President Jarvis and the
Board of Directors approving a
stipend of up to $25,000. The
Adv ocates Society Institute, while
fulfilling the Society's mandate to
offer educational programming,
held the risk of suffering a hefty
loss; despite a promising beginning,
its fall programming w as under-
subscribed. And it w as becoming
increasingly obvious that the skele-
ton staff at the Society's headquar-
ters was being stretched to the limit
and that a new staff member or two
would hav e to be hired to assume
some of the load.

The 1989-90 term, then, could be
seen as something of a watershed
year, in which the Society could
either continue to mov e boldly for -
ward (at some financial risk), or
slow down and assess its situation.
In a way, it did both. 

At a Directors' retreat held at
Horseshoe Valley in September
1989, Roger Oatley's Long Range
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with judges and other dignitaries.
The conference was chaired by
Terrence J. O'Sullivan. 

Despite a wide-ranging debate on
the issue of Campbell House reno-
vations, it was decided to delay the
necessary repairs for at least anoth-
er year. There was reasonable con-
cern that not all of the Society's now
1,800 members would be willing to
submit to a special levy of approxi -
mately $300, and that other ways of
raising the required funds should
be considered. To this end, The
Martin Group, a company specializ -
ing in fund-raising activities, w as
consulted; but the issue of the levy
was to become a particularly vexa-
tious one, and the first real thorn
that the leadership of the new
decade would hav e to confront. 

In June, The Adv ocates' Society
Medal w as presented to Past
President Charles F. McKeon, Q.C.
at the End of Term Dinner . 

The necessary renovations to
Campbell House and the matter of
funding those renov ations contin-
ued to be the top priority for
President John F. Evans, Q.C.,
(1990-91). At the Board of Directors
meeting in Nov ember 1990, it was
decided to push ahead with the ren-
ovations in the new year, despite
the fact that costs had risen to an
estimated $355,000. On the advice
of The Martin Group, annual fees
were increased by $50 per year and
Toronto-based members were
assessed a levy of $300 per person,
which could be paid in three annu -
al instalments. Out-of-Toronto
members were assessed $75. 

The retirement of long-time
Executive Director Helen Halchuk
led to a search in which five candi-
dates were selected for interview.
Duncan Read assumed the position
in October 1990. He was a lawyer
who had most recently served as
Director of Legal and Government
Affairs for the Federation of
Automobile Dealers Association. 

ful completion of the project. 

If there was a wrinkle in the renova-
tion project, it w as the fact that the
majority of Society members were
slow in their deliv ery of the levy
that had been assessed in the previ-
ous term; and so, in an effort to raise
a portion of the necessary funds, a
unique v enture was undertaken.
The Adv ocates' Society worked in
conjunction with The Canadian
Stage Company on the production
of a play called “Twelve Angry Men
and Women,” with prominent liti -
gators taking on-stage roles. Net
revenues were split, resulting in
some $22,000 for the Society.

In other notable events from this
term, the Society, in conjunction
with the Law Society, weighed in on
the proposed closing of land/reg-
istry offices in select districts of the
province. Yet again there had been
no prior consultation by the gov ern-
ment, and the Society felt that "some
decisions were quite unsound on
their face."  The Society also was
determined to have its voice heard
on the proposed Environmental Bill
of Rights,and a consultation group
was struck in this regard.

The on-going question of the nature
and purpose of the Society arose
again, this time in regard to its gen-
eralist nature. President O'Sullivan
reported that during the previous
term, an attempt had been made to
foster a closer relationship between
the members of the family law bar
and The Adv ocates' Society. This
raised the question of what the
Society could and should be offer-
ing to various members and poten-
tial members. Subsequently, during
the 1991-92 term, overtures were
made in this regard to the Crown
Attorney's Association and the
Criminal Lawy ers' Association,
although it w as felt that, in the latter
case, criminal lawyers would be
more loyal to their own association.

In the Society's on-going relation-
ship with the no-fault insurance

The election of the new Bob
Rae/NDP government in Ontario
forced the Board to consider ways in
which to dev elop a "bridge" to the
government, especially in an effort
to redress some of the difficulties
arising from the controv ersial no-
fault insurance and court restructur -
ing activity adv anced by the previ-
ous government. It w as understood
that the new government was
unhappy with the no-fault plan as it
had been devised to that point, and
that it might be inclined to alter the
legislation. It w as felt that it was in
the Society's best interest, especially
in light of its long-standing opposi -
tion to the plan, to open up lines of
communication with the gov ern-
ment as quickly as possible.

One of the key recommendations of
the Long Range Planning
Committee w as to broaden the
scope of the Society's membership.
As a result, four new membership
categories were introduced:
Government, Quasi-judicial,
Associate and Retired. 

February 1991, the Hilary Term, saw
the return of The Advocates' Society
Journal, under new Editor David
Stockwood, Q.C. and Managing
Editor Stuart Forbes, Q.C. They con-
tinued the tradition of Journal edi-
tors, devoting untold hours to
ensure the quality and timeliness of
a publication that has combined
advocacy, procedural and substan-
tiv e matters and historical features
over the years. 

The End of Term Dinner featured
the Honourable Chief Justice Frank
Callaghan as guest speaker.

It w as during the administration of
President Terrence J. O'Sullivan
(1991-92) that the issue of renovat-
ing Campbell House w as finally
resolved. Early in the term, a con-
tractor w as engaged and, on
October 21, Campbell House re-
opened as a museum. On January
30, 1992, a well-attended reception
was held on site to mark the success-
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question, noted American consumer
advocate Ralph Nader was booked
for a presentation and a videotape
of his appearance was sent to all
members of the NDP caucus,
amongst others.

The Spring Convention chaired by
Bert Raphael was held in Rome and
Venice. At the Canadian
Embassy to the Vatican,
members were greeted by
the Ambassador, who was
present throughout the lec-
tures and discussions.

Although the 1992-93 term
was as full as ever, there were
tw o issues that still managed
to dominate proceedings
during the administration of
President Eleanore A. Cronk. 

The first issue was The Adv ocates'
Society Institute. Although it cer -
tainly had found its legs, its finances
still w ere not on solid footing.
Following the resignation of Ruth
Windeler early in the term, the ASI
hired Nancy E. Reason as its new
Director. Ms Reason came to the
Society with a background in both
law and education, and she would
more than fulfil her challenge to
steer the Institute to sound financial
ground.   It w as at this time that the
Institute adopted the teaching
methodology created by the
National Institute for T rial
Adv ocacy of Notre Dame Law
School (NITA), a learning-by-doing
technique, and Ms Reason was
instrumental in the success of this
transition. The Institute w as
renamed the Ontario Centre for
Adv ocacy Training, to better reflect
a renewed commitment to deliv er
comprehensive advocacy training
throughout the province. 

The second issue was the levy for
Campbell House, which had turned
into much more of an exercise than
the Society's Directors could ever
have imagined. Of the 1,700 mem-
bers, approximately tw o-thirds had
contributed by September 1992, but

tributed to the Society's member-
ship. Secondly, the Society spon-
sored a meeting in Sudbury that
would hav e the dual purpose of not
only giving the Chief Justice a plat-
form for his concerns, but also inci-
dentally helping to raise the
Society's profile in the area.

The Society continued its
efforts with the ongoing
insurance question, the pro-
posed Environmental Bill of
Rights, the review of the
Ontario judicial system, and
the issue of the review and
potential restructuring of the
province's Legal Aid pro -
gram. The Society also began
to watch carefully the Cole
Commission on Systemic
Racism in the Ontario justice

system. 

From April 29 to May 1, 1993, the
Society once again took to the
boards in another fund raising col -
laboration with The Canadian Stage
Company, titled "The Caine Mutiny
Court-martial." Box office receipts
for the Society totalled some
$40,000. In a pair of notable firsts, a
reception was held in London in
May to familiarize female adv ocates
with the mandate and objectiv es of
the Society, and to invite applica -
tions for membership. And the
Society ended the term with not one
but tw o End of Term Dinners: one in
Ottawa, with the Honourable Justice
John Major of The Supreme Court of
Canada as guest speaker, and one in
Toronto, with the Honourable
Marion Boyd, Attorney General for
Ontario, as guest speaker.

Roger G. Oatley assumed the presi-
dency for the 1993-94 term.  During
his administration, $17,000 was allo-
cated to furnish the Society's admin-
istrativ e area in the third-floor
offices at Campbell House, and a
long-overdue redecoration of the
dining room w as begun.  OCAT was
still experiencing minor cash flow
problems, but the addition to its cal -
endar of advocacy training for crim -

fully 483 had not. This represented a
shortfall of about $150,000, money
that already had been spent on ren-
ovations and that, therefore, had to
be taken from the Society's surplus
funds. The situation brightened,
however, and by November 1993, all
but 18 members had paid the first
instalment of their levy .  

Early in 1993, the Society struck an
Interv ention Committee to consider
and recommend interv entions
where requests were made. Society
members unfailingly responded to
requests to act as counsel, pro bono,
when the Board of Directors accept-
ed an intervention recommenda-
tion. Although the Society w ould
seek to intervene in very few pro -
ceedings, its involvement would
inv ariably be welcomed by the
Bench. In Essav. Guergis (1993), the
Honourable Justice Joseph O'Brien
described the Society's intervention
as "…most helpful…The interv en-
tion…w as most useful to the Court
and is an excellent example of the
benefits from interv ention in proper
cases."  

One of the highlights of this term
revolved around a meeting with the
Honourable Chief Justice Charles L.
Dubin, during which he rev ealed
that he was becoming increasingly
concerned with a perceived loss of
status and prestige of the judiciary
and the judicial system, and that he
feared that self-governance might
be in jeopardy unless respect for the
system was restored. President
Cronk acted on the Chief Justice's
fears in two ways. Firstly, she had
his remarks summarized and dis -
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inal lawy ers held the promise of
increased success, which was real-
ized by term's end.  

At the Board's strategic planning
session, the Civil Litigation T ask
Force, co-chaired by Arthur M.
Gans, Jeffrey S. Leon and Paul F.
Morrison, w as created in conjunc-
tion with the Civil Justice Review .
The Civil Justice Review had been
formed by the Ontario gov ernment
with a view tow ards analyzing the
current state of civil justice and rec-
ommending reforms.  It w as deter-
mined that the civil litigation
process in Ontario was approach-
ing, or at, a state of crisis, given the
length of time required for a litigant
to obtain access to dispute resolu-
tion by w ay of a trial. Of particular
concern was the delay involved in
moving civil cases to trial and the
increasing cost of civil litigation as a
result.  The Task Force drafted terms
of reference for collecting informa -
tion as to where problems of delay
existed, for obtaining input and for
making recommendations.  

A return to Israel w as planned for
the 1994 International Trip, with the
added attraction of Egypt. Despite
an early rush of registrants, Mr .
Oatley was faced increasingly with
questions about safety. Violence had
been flaring up throughout the y ear,
especially centered on the volatile
town of Hebron. Soon, the visit to
Egypt w as dropped and, by early
spring, the entire trip w as cancelled.
As it turned out, the Society w ould
not hold another International T rip
until 2004.

In response to the provincial gov -
ernment's pilot project to eliminate
court reporters and to replace them
with audio taping devices, the
Society submitted notice of its con-
cern about the quality of transcripts.
And the on-going furor ov er Bill 164
(no-fault automobile insurance)
allow ed the Society to continue to
offer its highly successful Practical
Strategies for Adv ocates series,
chaired by Roger Oatley. The

laid the foundation for w ork that
has since been carried on diligently
by Carolyn Cook.  Sonia Holiad also
joined the Society at this time, bring-
ing the management of special
events and education programs in-
house, and establishing a regular
production schedule for "The
Adv ocates' Brief." Although she
would leave her staff position after
one year, she would continue her
work with the "Brief" on a freelance
basis for many years. 

On March 4, 1994, the Society cele-
brated its 30th Anniv ersary at The
Four Seasons Yorkville, with the
Honourable Allan M. Rock, Minister
of Justice and Attorney General of
Canada, as guest speaker. The
evening featured a video history of
the Society, narrated by a selection
of Past Presidents.  In June, the End
of Term Dinner featured the
Honourable Charles L. Dubin, Chief
Justice of Ontario, as guest speaker.

There were two striking and imme -
diate challenges facing new
President Mary Anne Sanderson in
the 1994-95 term.  At the inaugural
Board meeting held in July 1994,
Timothy P.D. Bates, the new chair of
the Sir William Campbell
Foundation, reported that the
Foundation w as facing a financial
crisis. Several years of operating
deficits had resulted in the complete
depletion of its resources and
indebtedness to the Society of over
$80,000. It was decided that strict
measures would be brought into
play and an aggressive fund raising
campaign would be mounted.
Discussions began on ways to cap
the indebtedness to the Society and
to schedule repayment of the debt.

The Society hosted a Wine & Cheese
with the Bench in September, to give
its Intermediate members the
opportunity to meet informally with
members of the bench. This event
would become a long-standing tra-
dition of the Society.

Nancy Reason resigned as Director

Nov ember 1993 program resulted in
profits of ov er $80,000 and led to a
series of workshops in Hamilton,
Sudbury, and Thunder Bay.

Alexandra M. Chyczij became the
Society's new Executive Director in
Nov ember 1993, following the
departure of Duncan Reid. Her
appointment follow ed ten years in
priv ate practice and she brought
with her an intimate knowledge of
the issues affecting the advocacy
bar. She began the task of reorganiz-
ing the staffing model and infra -
structure of the Society to meet the
growing needs of the membership
in the areas of education, govern-
ment relations, publications and
special events. The Society was not
without its financial challenges at
this time; the Sir William Campbell

Foundation had accumulated a
large operating deficit that had to be
addressed and brought under con-
trol, the lion's share of the renova-
tion levy w as still outstanding, and
the membership base of the Society
had to be rebuilt, having dwindled
to 1,200, due in large part to the
unpopularity of the levy . 

Ms Chyczij w as assisted by Anna
Van Spronsen, who determinedly
brought the Society's technology
resources into the 21st century and
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of OCAT in December, and was
replaced by Paddy Griffin, a lawy er
and an educator from Vancouver.
Later in 1995, Joyce Harris, a
Director of both the Society and
OCAT, assumed the duties of Chair
of OCAT. 

On the Society's behalf, Frank K.
Gomberg presented a response to
the Ontario Law Commission's pro -
posal to abolish the civil jury , in
which it w as noted that fully 70% of
the Society's membership was in
favour of retention of the civil jury
system. 

The Program Committee continued
with its successful offerings, includ -
ing the Bill 164 workshop Practical
Strategies for Adv ocates, Tools of
the Trade, accident benefit work-
shops and the Court House
Adv ocacy Series in Ottawa.
Netw orking luncheons for w omen
were introduced and w ould contin -
ue for the next decade, later to be
known as the Women's Luncheon
Series.

Past President John P. Nelligan,
Q.C., LSM was the recipient of The
Adv ocates' Society Medal at a din-
ner in Ottaw a in May and, in June,
the End of Term Dinner featured
guest speaker Edward L.
Greenspan, Q.C.

One of the major developments in
the area of legal training in the
nineties was Continuing Legal
Education. By the middle of the
decade, The Adv ocates' Society had
become one of the major providers
of programs designed to fulfill the
CLE mandate. 

In the 1995-96 term, under the pres-
idency of C. Clifford Lax, Q.C., the
Society presented a successful ADR
workshop titled “How T o Win Win
In A W in World,” it ran both intro -
ductory and adv anced versions of
the exclusive Harvard Mediation
Workshop, and it presented another
in its series of Practical Strategies for
Adv ocates programs. The popular

tion and more.   

Revealing his flair for marketing,
President Lax introduced the
Society, and the legal profession, to
The Adv ocates' Society SuperCart, a
high-quality , light-w eight luggage
cart that was guaranteed to with-
stand the cobblestones of Osgoode
Hall. The SuperCart would prov e to
be a best-seller for the next decade. 

The October 1995 issue of the Journal
saw the departure of Stuart Forbes
as Managing Editor.  Paul H. Le Vay
stepped into the role, forming a new
partnership with Editor David
Stockwood that w ould continue for
the coming decade.

In a departure from the norm, it w as
decided to move the Fall
Convention out of Ontario and all
the way to Nassau, Bahamas in
Nov ember 1995. Titled "Ethics &
Adv ocacy in a World Gone Mad," it
was chaired by Frank K. Gomberg
and James A. Hodgson.

In December 1995, the Civil Justice
Task Force submitted its report. The
Task Force had obtained input from
the judiciary , created sub-commit-
tees in the regions, and circulated a
questionnaire to the Society's mem-
bership, all of which confirmed that
a civil litigation backlog w as a sig-
nificant problem. The Society
retained Professor Carl Barr of
Brock Univ ersity to prepare a pre-
liminary report, and steps to clear
up the backlog were recommended,
specific to each region of the
province.    

The End of Term Dinner in June fea-
tured the Honourable Justice
Rosalie Abella as guest speaker.

When Margaret A. Ross, LSM
assumed the presidency for the
1996-97 term, she found herself in a
position that many of her predeces-
sors would hav e envied; the Society
was on sound financial footing, with
an operating surplus of approxi -
mately $125,000 generated in the

Ottaw a Court House Adv ocacy
Series created by Bruce Carr-Harris
was expanded to Barrie, Brampton,
Hamilton, London, Ottaw a,
Thunder Bay, Toronto and Windsor.
Between these and the on-going
programs held under the OCA T
banner, the Society's mandate of
educating the profession was in full
gear. Over the years, this momen-
tum, together with div erse offerings
in civil litigation, criminal law ,
advocacy before administrative tri-
bunals, advanced advocacy and
ADR, w ould make The Adv ocates'
Society the premier provider of
advocacy skills training in Ontario.

The Society also was becoming
increasingly inv olved in pre-trial
procedures. In an attempt to cut
down on the massive backlog of
cases awaiting the courts’ attention,
Society members were asked,
through the province's Backlog
Elimination Project, to conduct pre-
trials to prepare cases for trial. 

It w as during this term that the
Society sponsored its first-ever golf
tournament at Devil's Pulpit,
chaired by Paul Iacono, Q.C. and
Peter Kennedy. 75 members attend-
ed, but there is no record of whether
any of them golfed while sporting
the newly-created Adv ocate's
Society necktie. The tournament
would become an annual event,
with Norman J. Freedman, Q.C.
assuming the chair from 1997 on.

The changing face of technology
was playing a role in the day-to-day
workings of the Society. In October,
Cliff Lax reported on the progress
of a provincial committee that w as
working on a project inv olving the
electronic distribution of the trial
motions list in T oronto and eventu-
ally all of Ontario. Closer to home,
the Society debuted its web site,
which w ould enable members to
access the Society's submissions on-
line, as well as information and reg -
istration forms for CLE programs
and special events, the Society's
marketplace, membership informa -
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previous fiscal year. 

It promised to be a full term.  On the
issue of Appellate Court Reform, the
Society had recommended the addi-
tion of three anticipatory and
three regular appointments to
the Court of Appeal, and suc-
cessfully canvassed the
Deputy Attorney General on
the issue at a dinner held after
the September Board meet-
ing.

On behalf of the Civil
Litigation T ask Force, Jeff
Leon reported that, in the East
Region, the backlog of cases
had all but been eliminated, and the
region would be moving imminent -
ly tow ards full case management. In
Toronto, a small backlog still
remained, but a case management
procedure was already in place. The
Implementation Committee focused
on dealing with long trials, introduc -
ing procedures to prevent the recur-
rence of a backlog, making pre-trials
more effective, making more effec-
tiv e use of trial time, pressing for
more judicial appointments, and
ensuring a fair allocation of
resources for the civil system.

New terms of reference created a
Long Civil T rials Task Force, also
chaired by Jeff Leon. The member-
ship was surveyed on a wide variety
of issues related to long civil trials,
case and trial management, the
effective use of trial time and
options for reform. 

The Ontario Centre for Adv ocacy
Training w as finally on sound finan -
cial footing, having built an operat -
ing surplus of nearly $25,000 in the
previous fiscal year. Christopher
Burke, formerly a Deputy Registrar
with the Federal Court, w as hired as
Director of OCA T to replace Paddy
Griffin, who resigned early in 1996.

An increasing lack of security in the
courts, due to budget cuts imposed
by the provincial gov ernment, led to
the concern that the situation even-

Toronto by an internationally-
renowned speaker in the field of
advocacy. 

To recognize the continued success
of the annual Practical
Strategies programs over the
years, creator and long-time
chair Roger Oatley was pre-
sented with a token of the
Society's appreciation. As
well, a bursary was created in
his name, to fund the atten-
dance at future sessions of a
deserving young advocate
who otherwise could not
have attended.

In honour of the Society's first
President, J.J. Robinette, Q.C., a cer-
emony was held to dedicate the din-
ing room in Campbell House to his
memory. Hereon, the facility w ould
be known as The Robinette Dining
Room.

The End of Term Dinner in June
1997 featured the Honourable
Justice Louise Arbour , who spoke
about her experiences as prosecutor
for the United Nations International
Criminal T ribunals for the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda. During
this evening, the Society made the
first presentation of its Aw ard of
Justice, which was created to hon-
our those advocates who exemplify
the finest traditions of adv ocacy in
representing members of society
whose cause my be politically or
socially unpopular or against the
mainstream. The recipient was Raj
Anand.  

Harriet Sachs became the Society's
31st President for the 1997-98 term
and during her administration, a
number of important initiativ es
were undertaken. 

The Society entered into a contract
with QL Systems that would permit
the company to run a database for
the Society in exchange for payment
of royalties. The database would
include the Society's Journal,"Brief"
and "Threshold Reporter," and

tually could prev ent trials from pro -
ceeding. The Society sent a letter to
Toronto Chief of Police David
Boothby requesting action on the
matter. 

One of the most contentious issues
to be dealt with during this term w as
the on-going movement in Ontario
towards mandatory, user-paid
Alternativ e Dispute Resolution. This
mandatory ADR would not be court-
annexed and, obviously, its imple-
mentation w ould hav e a serious
impact on litigators province-wide.
The Society, through its ADR
Committee, opposed the Attorney
General's initiativ e.

The 1996-97 term featured a number
of other notable events. On October
10, Past President Earl Cherniak,
Q.C. became the latest member to be
awarded The Adv ocate's Society
Medal. The Fall Convention, on
Issues for the Millennium, chaired
by Frank Gomberg and Jim
Hodgson, marked a return to
Nassau, Bahamas.  Noted Canadian
tenor John McDermott performed at
a fund raising event for the benefit
of the Sir William Campbell
Foundation and, early in October,
the Society presented the sixth edi-
tion of its successful Practical
Strategies for Adv ocates series at the
Royal York Hotel. 

In 1996, The Honourable Charles L.
Dubin Lecture on Adv ocacy Fund
was established. Created to honour
Mr . Dubin on the occasion of his
retirement as Chief Justice of
Ontario, the fund w ould endow a
lecture to be given biennially in
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material from its educational pro -
grams and conferences. QL also
would host the Society's web site,
resulting in a considerable savings
to the Society. And, ever at the serv-
ice of its members, "The Adv ocates'
Brief" began a series of "Techno-
talk" articles, including "Hey , What's
Up with That Internet?" by Charles
F. Scott, and "Explaining E-mail" by
Domenic Crolla. 

Bruce Carr-Harris, Frank Gomberg,
Jim Hodgson and Carolyn Horkins
chaired the 1997 Fall Convention in
Nassau, Bahamas. In the spring of
1998, Mr. Carr-Harris, Chair of the
Program Committee, presented a
proposal for the Society to host a
Negotiation W orkshop. The three-
day program w ould be taught by
many of the individuals who ran
this program at The Harv ard Law
School. This initiativ e was consis-
tent with the Society's continuing
role in "teaching and fostering…the
skills and ethics of advocacy." 

In 1998, in an attempt to define its
niche in the changing CLE land-
scape, the Program Committee rec-
ommended that skills training con -
tinue to be the centrepiece of the
Society's programming; that there
be greater coordination between
Society and OCAT programming;
that Society staff and other
resources be deployed in the most
rational manner in order to accom-
modate these objectives; that all
marketing of the Society and its pro-
grams be done consistently with the
above-noted objectives, and that the
Society continue to monitor the
changing CLE landscape.

The Society was, as usual, deeply
inv olved in many areas of legal
reform during this term. It w as one
of a number of legal associations
meeting with the Attorney General's
office in regard to proposed changes
to the system of solicitor-client
assessments. It submitted its recom-
mendations on administrativ e
agency reform and civil jury reform,
and continued its inv olvement in

resources, and amendments to the
Society's by-laws concerning mem-
bership, including the creation of
the category of Counsel member.  

The Long Civil T rials Task Force
Report issued in August 1998 pro-
vided a basis for further analysis,
dialogue and discussion among
counsel and the judiciary with a
view tow ards attempting to achieve
the appropriate balance that would
make for the most effective and effi-
cient trial process possible as part of
the civil justice system. 

On September 28, some 300 people
attended the premiere of The
Honourable Charles L. Dubin
Lecture on Adv ocacy series. Edward
L. Greenspan, Q.C. delivered an
insightful, incisiv e and well-
received address. A reception and
formal dinner follow ed at

discussions on the role of paralegals
in the justice system. The Society
also was an interested observer in
the proposed merger of the
Canadian Bar Association - Ontario,
the County and District Law
Presidents Association, and the
Metropolitan T oronto Lawy ers
Association, as it opposed any
monopoly that might result ov er the
provision of Continuing Legal
Education programs.

Under Ms Sachs' stewardship, the
Society made a $5,000 donation to
the Law Society of Upper Canada
towards a sculpture garden that
would commemorate the Law
Society's 200th Anniv ersary. It was
active in the collection of textbooks
for a legal library in Rw anda, and it
supported a fine wine auction run
by the Sir William Campbell
Foundation in June. And, finally ,
the Pro Bono Discipline Committee
was put into place as part of a pilot
project in which members of the
Society would serve as volunteer
duty counsel of unrepresented
lawy ers appearing before the
Discipline Committee.   

The End of Term Dinner featured
the Honourable Justice W. Ian
Binnie of The Supreme Court of
Canada as guest speaker. 

Activities that busied the Society
during the 1998-99 term of President
Michael F. Head included a submis-
sion to the Honourable Robert
Sampson on the occasion of the
biennial review of Bill 57 The
Automobile Insurance Rate Stability
Act; the presentation of an educa-
tional program, in conjunction with
the Law Society and CBA-O, on
Mandatory Mediation; the monitor -
ing of the passage of Bill 53 The Law
Society Amendment Act, which,
among other things, empow ered an
inv estigator to enter a member's
office and examine any documents
relating to the matter under consid -
eration, including client files; the
on-going issue of solicitor -client
assessments and case management
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Convocation Hall.   In Nov ember,
Bruce Carr-Harris, Carolyn Horkins
and Jeff Leon chaired the 1998 Fall
Convention in Palm Beach, Florida.

The End of Term Dinner in June
1999 featured the Honourable
Justice Maurice Cullity, who enter-
tained guests with his keynote
address, Confessions of a Rookie.
The Aw ard of Justice was presented
to Jeffrey H. Wilson.

It w as during the administration of
President James A. Hodgson (1999-
2000) that the Society began, yet
again, the process of self-examina-
tion and reorganization necessitat-
ed by changing times and circum-
stances. For this important process,
a management consultant was
retained to advise on the reorgani-
zation of both the Society and
OCAT.

It w as recommended that the
Society adopt a new organizational
structure that w ould provide for the
hiring of tw o new staff, including a
Director of Education who w ould
assume responsibility for the deliv -
ery of all educational offerings for
both the Society and OCAT. It was
further recommended that skills
training be formally incorporated
into the Society's mandate by
entrenching a standing committee
on education in the by-laws of the
Society. This committee would
include members of the OCAT
board and would merge its function
with the Society's Program
Committee.

The consultant recommended that
the Society develop an operating
agreement with the Sir William
Campbell Foundation, and that it
acquire for itself adequate office
space with room for committee
meetings.

Finally, it was recommended that
the Society develop an externally-
facilitated strategic plan to see it
through the next three-to-fiv e-year
period. 

The Adv ocates' Society Medal was
presented twice in 1999. In June,
David W. Scott, Q.C., was the recipi-
ent at a dinner at the Chateau
Laurier Hotel in Ottaw a. In
September, Kenneth E. Howie, Q.C.,
was the recipient at a dinner at
Osgoode Hall in Toronto.   

On the educational front, it w as Viva
"Laws" Vegas as the Society headed
to Nevada for its 1999 Fall
Convention, chaired by Carolyn
Horkins, Jeff Leon and Benjamin
Zarnett. Jeff Leon also became the
Chair of OCAT and, later that year,
Michael Cormier , a lawyer and an
educator, was hired as Director of
Education, replacing Chris Burke,
who had departed some months
earlier. 

The End of Term Dinner in June fea-
tured the Right Honourable
Beverley McLachlin, P.C., Chief
Justice of Canada, as guest speaker.
The Adv ocates' Society Aw ard of
Justice was presented to Barbara L.
Jackman.

For a number of years, there had
been growing concern on the part of
some members of the judiciary that
civility amongst the bench and the
bar was on the decline, and the
Society determined to meet this
issue head on. At the Board of
Directors meeting of August 2000,
new President Ronald G. Slaght,
Q.C. (2000-01) advised that the
Society would be hosting a policy
forum in late October under the
working title of “Civility and
Professionalism in the Courts.” The
forum attracted widespread atten -
tion from The Globe and Mail, The
Toronto Star and CBC, and it resulted
in a gathering of litigation depart -
ment heads the following December
to discuss the recommendations
made. The forum also was the impe-
tus for the Society's “Principles of
Civility” document, produced
under the direction of Past President
Bruce Carr-Harris. 

It w as also during the Slaght admin-

Over the summer of 1999, the
Executive Committee worked to
prepare such a strategic plan, and
the Board of Directors meeting of
October 1999 was devoted almost
entirely to its review and to pro -
posed changes to the mission state-
ment. The plan was approved in
Nov ember and Executive Director
Alexandra Chyczij w as given the
formidable task of dev eloping an
implementation schedule. This plan
would now dictate the new direc -
tion of the Society well into the
beginning of the new century . 

MISSION ST ATEMENT :
The Adv ocates' Society is the pro-
fessional organization for adv ocates
in Ontario. As such, our mission is:
• to be the v oice of advocates in
Ontario; 
• to promote ethical and profes -
sional practice standards for advo-
cates; 
• to expand our leadership role in
teaching the skills of advocacy; 
• to protect the independence of the
bar and the judiciary, and 
• to foster collegiality among mem -
bers.  

In September 1999, the Intervention
Committee, led by Past President
Terry O'Sulliv an, reported that a
request for interv ention in a so-
called "O'Connor Application" had
been received in the case of R. v.
Stewart. This was the third such
interv ention request and, because of
the importance of the issue, it was
felt that the Executive Committee
should develop a broad policy posi -
tion. Mr . O'Sullivan noted that each
case involved attempts by criminal
defense counsel, where there were
on-going simultaneous civil actions,
to access civil counsel's files. In
these applications, it was argued,
the solicitor -client privilege needed
to be balanced with the right of the
accused in a criminal proceeding to
make full answ er and defense.
Eventually, the Society took the
position that the solicitor -client
privilege is absolute, subject only to
existing w ell-established exceptions.
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istration that the Society stream-
lined its committee structure with
the objective of transferring more
responsibility into the hands of its
Board members. At the Directors
meeting of December 2000, the By-
Laws & Governance Committee,
chaired by Paul French, hastened its
own demise by recommending that
the Society's many committees be
streamlined to just six: 

• the Executiv e Committee; 
• the Nominations Committee; 
• the Education Committee, which
would w ork on new educational
programs and the reorganization of
the skills curriculum into certificate
programs; 
• the Operations,
Governance and Finance
Committee, whose immedi -
ate responsibilities would
include the on-going review
of the Society and the Sir
William Campbell
Foundation by-laws, issues
at Campbell House, and the
possibility of leasing new
office space for the Society; 
• the Adv ocacy & Practice
Committee, whose immedi -
ate tasks would include the
development of a position
paper on court security,
responding to the McIntyr e
decision on contingency
fees, drafting comments on
the new draft Limitations Act,
preparing a position paper
on the proposal for a new
Workplace Tribunal, and
preparing a position on the
proposal to reform the Rule
on Summary Judgment, and
• the Collegiality , Mentoring &
Membership Committee, which
would focus on mentoring ov er the
coming year.

Sir Sidney Kentridge, K.C.M.G.,
Q.C. presented the biennial Dubin
Lecture at Convocation Hall in
October, and in Nov ember, the
Society travelled to South Beach,
Miami, for its Fall Conv ention and a
taste of Living “Law” V ida Loca,

In 2001, Nancy Reason returned as
the Society's Director of Education,
replacing Michael Cormier . Later
that year, the Society introduced its
new Civil Litigation Skills
Certificate Program in London,
Ottawa and Toronto, consisting of
six workshops on the essential skills
for civil litigation. Certificate pro -
grams in other practice areas would
follow .

In September 2001, the Society host-
ed an evening at Convocation Hall
in tribute to the Honourable Ian G.
Scott, considered one of the profes-
sion's great mentors, and to share
ideas on how to maintain the tradi -
tion of mentorship.  In Nov ember,
members travelled to Montego Bay,
Jamaica, for the Fall Convention
chaired by George Kilpatrick,
Francine Sherkin and Ben Zarnett.

Sonia Holiad returned
to the Society in April
2002 as its first Director
of Marketing and
Communications. Her
first project w as a com-
plete recreation of the
Society's web site, fol-
low ed by a re-energizing
of the Society's communi-
cations and advertising,
with an eye to increasing
impact and reducing
costs.    

Bruce Carr-Harris called on
members to provide pro
bono services to children
through the Child Adv ocacy
Project, a collaborative effort
of Justice for Children and

Youth and The Adv ocates' Society,
initiated by Pro Bono Law Ontario.
Society Directors Michael E. Barrack
and J. Gregory Richards, as well as
member Bryan Finlay, Q.C., would
distinguish themselv es through
their v olunteer efforts.   

It had long been evident to Society
staff that the administrativ e space
in Campbell House w as inadequate.
For the past year, some staff mem-

chaired by Jeff Leon, Francine
Sherkin and Ben Zarnett.

In May 2001, the Society's Spring
Convention w as re-introduced as
the Spring Symposium, featuring a
faculty of expert litigators and expe -
rienced members of the judiciary.
At the End of Term Dinner in June,
the Honourable Justice Warren K.
Winkler set a new standard for
humour with his keynote address.

At the inaugural meeting of the
2001-02 term, newly-installed
President J. Bruce Carr-Harris made
clear his commitment to the issue of
mentorship within the profession.

He noted that
the lack of men-
torship had been
identified as a

factor con-

tributing to the rise of incivility in
the profession, and he announced
his intention to produce a "best
practices" manual for distribution to
members before year's end. A
Mentoring T ask Force was struck
under the direction of the
Collegiality , Mentoring and
Membership Committee and, at the
End of Term Dinner in June 2002,
"The Adv ocate's Guide to Good
Mentoring" w as distributed. 
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bers had been working in the sec-
ond floor library , but this had
impacted not only on the opera-
tions of the Society, but also on the
workings of the Sir William
Campbell Foundation and house
staff.  It was becoming increasingly
obvious that, at the current level of
operations, both organizations
could not be fully accommodated at
Campbell House. 

The Society considered a number of
options, including taking ov er more
space within Campbell House, leas-
ing off-site, purchasing additional
space, or building an addition to
Campbell House. There was reluc-
tance on the part of some directors
to have staff leave Campbell House,
and it w as understood that the
resolution of this issue would
have a significant financial
impact on both the Society and
the Foundation.  Should the
Society lease space off-site,
thereby decreasing its finan-
cial support to the Sir William
Campbell Foundation, the
museum itself might no longer
be viable.

The 2001-02 term wrapped up
with the largest End of Term
Dinner to date. Some 800
members attended, as did
guest speaker Henry G. Miller ,
a distinguished trial attorney
and author from New Y ork. 

When Philippa G. Samworth
assumed the Presidency in 2002-03,
her stated goals were to focus on
consolidation of past efforts in civil -
ity and mentoring, to review the
original reasons for the establish-
ment of the Society and its use of
Campbell House, and to continue
the implementation of the Society's
strategic plan. But the predominant
outstanding issue was still the very
practical problem of finding a
usable space for the harried admin-
istrativ e staff. As it turned out,
unfolding ev ents would necessitate
a quick and satisfactory resolution
to the issue. 

Operations, Governance and
Finance.  By the end of the calendar
year, he was able to report that the
reorganization process was well
under w ay, and that a new commit-
tee structure for the Foundation
had already been approved, includ -
ing tw o joint committees with the
Society for fund raising and dev el-
opment of the operating agreement. 

In another notable first for the
Society, the 2002 Spring Symposium
was held in partnership with the
American College of Trial Lawy ers,
marking the first time ev er that the
prestigious American association
had partnered in a Continuing
Legal Education program. 

Mentorship receiv ed another
boost in October when the
County of Carleton Law
Association and the Society
debuted their Mezzaluna
Mentoring Dinner Series in
Ottaw a. Toronto w ould fol -
low soon after with its own
Mentoring Dinner Series at
Campbell House, in conjunc-
tion with the T oronto
Lawy ers Association, and a
London Mentoring Dinner
would draw a capacity crowd
the following May .   

In October, members were
treated to an evening of wise
words and laughter as the

Honourable Justice W. Ian Binnie of
The Supreme Court of Canada
deliv ered the third Dubin Lecture
on Adv ocacy, focusing on the
importance of oral adv ocacy and of
putting forw ard the right question.
Nov ember saw the Society return-
ing to Jamaica for the Fall
Convention focusing on Charter
rights, chaired by George
Kilpatrick, Francine Sherkin and
Ben Zarnett, with educational pro -
gramming chaired by W endy
Matheson and Linda Rothstein.
And in May 2003, The Adv ocates'
Society Medal was presented to C.
Scott Ritchie, Q.C., at a black-tie
dinner in London. 

The expansion of the Law Society's
CLE programming led to greater
competition in the marketplace and
it w as not long before all CLE
providers realized that some spe-
cialized deliv ery by certain organi -
zations, including The Adv ocates'
Society, would result in a more-
focused selection of programs for
the profession.  In the spring of
2003, the Law Society and The
Adv ocates' Society entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding
that designated The Adv ocates'
Society as the sole provider of advo-
cacy skills training programs for the
province. Fulfilment of this role
would require the hiring of addi -
tional staff and the mov ement of the
Society to larger premises. 

At the Directors meeting of August
2002, Operations, Governance &
Finance Chair George Kilpatrick
identified a v ariety of issues that
needed immediate attention, includ -
ing staff w orking conditions in
Campbell House, governance of the
Sir William Campbell Foundation,
the need for an operating agreement
between the Society and the
Foundation, and the long-term
financial viability of Campbell
House. 

The subsequent reorganization of
Campbell House was largely accom-
plished through the tireless efforts
of Paul French, Vice-chair of
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During this term, the Society
announced the creation of The
Adv ocates' Society Arleen Goss
Young Adv ocates' Aw ard in memo-
ry of Arleen Goss, a member who
passed away on December 10, 2002
at the age of 40. The Award would
be presented to a young advocate in
recognition of innov ative and pas-
sionate advocacy, contribution to
social justice, and commitment to
the community .

In 2003, the Society assumed
administration of The Sopinka Cup,
an annual two-day trial adv ocacy
competition. Created to honour the
late Supreme Court Justice John J.
Sopinka, it is sponsored by the
American College of Trial Lawy ers,
with senior representativ es of both
organizations participating as
assessors. The Ottawa-Carleton
Court House serves as the venue for
the competition among teams from
eight law schools across Canada.

With the critical issue of staff w ork-
space still unresolved, George
Kilpatrick notified the Directors of
the availability of office space at 438
Univ ersity Av enue. This location
had the advantage of easy access to
Campbell House and the Directors
approved its lease, to take effect in
June 2003. With this mov e came the
determination to maintain a strong
presence at Campbell House, which
still w ould be used for meetings
and special events, although its
revitalization w ould be an issue for
the in-coming administration.

The End of Term Dinner in June
2003 featured the Honourable
Justice Frank Iacobucci of The
Supreme Court of Canada as guest
speaker. M. David Lepofsky w as
presented with the Society's Aw ard
of Justice. 

Celebration of the Society's 40th
Anniv ersary would take place dur -
ing the presidency of Jeffrey S. Leon
in the 2003-04 term. In addition to
the regular schedule of events, a
number of special Anniv ersary

The international Association for
Continuing Legal Education pre -
sented an award for Outstanding
Achievement in the Best Program
category to The Adv ocates' Society
and Osgoode Hall Law School for
Written Adv ocacy, an annual two-
day intensiv e workshop program.

In September, The Adv ocates'
Society Medal was presented to the
Honourable Justice Eleanore A.
Cronk, the Society's first female
president, at a gala dinner in
Toronto.  A series of New Members'
Breakfasts were initiated by Mr .
Leon, as a way of introducing
Campbell House, Society activities

projects were planned and the
Society's logo was modified to note
the celebrations.  

Upon assuming the presidency, Mr.
Leon announced the formation of a
Task Force on Adv ocacy to consider
ways in which to promote opportu -
nities for lawy ers, especially junior
lawy ers, to appear before courts
and other tribunals. He cited a
widely-shared concern that the pro -
fession was creating a generation of
"litigation solicitors" -- litigators
who rarely if ev er have the opportu-
nity to appear in court and, there -
fore, do not develop even basic
advocacy skills. 

28

The 40th Anniversary photo of Presidents of The Advocates’ Society, taken at the
annual Past Presidents’ Dinner at Campbell House in December 2003. Left to right,
first row: James A. Hodgson, Roger G. Oatley, The Honourable Justice Mary Anne
Sanderson, Jeffrey S. Leon, The Honourable Justice Harriet Sachs, The Honourable
Robert F. Reid, Q.C. Second row: The Honourable Robert S. Montgomery, Q.C.,
Rino A. Stradiotto, Q.C., LSM, The Honourable Justice Eleanore A. Cronk, Ronald
G. Slaght, Q.C., John F. Evans, Q.C., Bert Raphael, Q.C., LSM. Third row: Earl A.
Cherniak, Q.C., The Honourable Joseph W. O’Brien, Q.C., Terrence J. O’Sullivan,
Peter Webb, Q.C., LSM, J. Bruce Carr-Harris.                         Photo:Studio Anka 



and the benefits of membership;
and in December, St. Catharines
and Toronto w ere the venues for the
President's Festive Receptions,
open to members and non-mem-
bers.

The Society continued to offer high-
quality adv ocacy skills program-
ming as set out in its Memorandum
of Understanding with the Law
Society. In Nov ember, educational
programming mov ed south as the
Society traveled to Cancun, Mexico,
for the Fall Convention on future
trends in law, chaired by Michael
Eizenga, Sandra Forbes, George
Kilpatrick and W endy Matheson.  

December saw the resignation of
Nancy Reason, who was replaced
as Director of Education by Jessica
Grant, most recently general coun-
sel with Spin Master Toys.  Jessica
not only effected a seamless transi-
tion, but quickly designed new pro -
grams and revitalized existing cur -
riculum, ensuring an efficient and
professional deliv ery model. 

In another evolution of tradition,
"The Adv ocates' Brief" went elec-
tronic, as members received the
Nov ember/December “E-Brief” via
e-mail.  

In February, the Task Force on
Adv ocacy presented an Adv ocacy
Policy Forum to which leading
members of the bench and the bar
were invited to join y ounger advo-
cates in an effort to generate ideas
for creating opportunities for adv o-
cacy.  

Other issues that the Society consid-
ered or made submissions on were
the review of the motions proce-
dure for Toronto; the costs grid; dis-
coveries; case management; Rule 49
offers to settle; a new court house
for Toronto; contingency fees, and
the judicial appointment process.
The Board also approved a new
membership category for out-of-
province lawy ers, who would now
be able to join as Affiliate-National

David Spiro in memory of David T .
Sgayias, Q.C., who was a Director
of the Society at the time of his
death in 2003.

In May 2004, the Society was pre-
sented with an award for its pro
bono work on the Child Adv ocacy
Project and the upcoming Court of
Appeal initiativ e at the Pro Bono
Law Ontario banquet at the Royal
Ontario Museum. 

The 40th Anniv ersary term would
wind up with the End of T erm
Dinner , featuring keynote speaker
David W . Scott, Q.C., the first
Canadian President of the
American College of Trial Lawy ers.
The evening would feature the
presentation of the Arleen Goss
Aw ard to M. Kate Stephenson.

_________________

This brief telling of the Society's
first 40 years offers but a glimpse of
its rich history and its profound
impact on legislation, legal educa-
tion and the very practice of law in
Ontario.  At the End of Term Dinner
in May 2002, then out-going
President Bruce Carr-Harris likened
his experience to "sitting at the part-
nership table of the best law firm in
the country." His was the articula-
tion of a sentiment likely shared by
Presidents since 1963, who always
have understood that the story of
The Adv ocates' Society is, first and
foremost, a story of remarkable
individuals, each sharing a passion-
ate dedication to a remarkable pro-
fession.  

or Affiliate-International members. 

May brought the return of the
Spring Conference, as a group of
Society members travelled to The
Hague and Amsterdam for educa -
tional programs and discussions
with a distinguished array of inter -
national judges, lawy ers, academics
and politicians, including the
Honourable Justice Louise Arbour
of The Supreme Court of Canada,
Carla del Ponte, Chief Prosecutor of
the International Criminal T ribunal
for the former Yugoslavia, and Luis
Moreno Ocampo, Chief Prosecutor
of the International Criminal Court.

The 40th Anniv ersary Spring
Symposium, titled “ Adv ocacy: The
Art of P ersuasion,” attracted
record-breaking numbers to the
Sheraton Centre Ballroom.
Presented once again with the
American College of Trial Lawy ers,
the program w as chaired by Neil
Finkelstein, Wendy Matheson and
Benjamin Zarnett, with the assis-
tance of John M. Buhlman, David E.
Spiro and Jessica Grant. 

One of the most ambitious projects
initiated by Jeff Leon w as the publi-
cation of a coffee-table book titled
Learned Friends: ATribute to 50
Remarkable Ontario Advocates, 1950 -
2000.Conceived as a lasting tribute
to a cross-section of individuals
who have shaped our profession
and contributed to the success of
our firms, this project quickly gen -
erated interest throughout the legal
community . In July 2003, an
Editorial Board w as convened,
chaired by Kevin R. Aalto and
including a div erse group of judges
and advocates. The Editorial Board
consulted widely and chose 50
advocates to showcase from all
regions of Ontario. A fund raising
committee began collecting spon-
sorships and the book is expected to
become a reality by the end of 2004.  

Also put into motion w as a second
book, a hard-cover collection of the
Best of the Journal, compiled by

29



The Advocates’ Society, 2004


