
 

 

 
Superior Court of Justice 

Southwest Region 
 

 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PROFESSION 

 
TO:  The Practising Bar of St. Thomas 

 

FROM: Mr. Justice J. Scott K. Campbell 

  Local Administrative Judge – St. Thomas 

 

DATE:  May 26, 2020 

 

RE: CONTINUED SUSPENSION OF SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE IN-

PERSON HEARINGS 

 
As you know, on March 15, 2020, the Office of the Chief Justice issued a Notice to 
the Profession, advising that in order to protect the health and safety of all court 
users and to help contain the spread of the 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19), the 
Superior Court of Justice (“SCJ”) was suspending in-person hearings, effective 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020, and until further notice. It implemented processes to 
have only urgent matters heard through virtual means. 
  
Effective April 6, 2020, the SCJ expanded the scope of its virtual operations beyond 
just those matters determined to be urgent. 
 
On April 20, 2020, the Chief Justice issued another Notice to the Profession, 
advising that the SCJ will not recommence criminal or civil jury selection or jury 
trials until September 2020, at the earliest. 
 
On May 5, 2020, the Chief Justice issued a further Notice to the Profession, advising 
that because of the on-going public health situation due to COVID-19 and the 
uncertainty as to when it will be safe to return to courthouses, the SCJ will not 



 
[2] 

 
 

 

resume in-person hearings “until July 6, 2020, at the earliest” for all non-jury 
matters (the “May 5th Notice”). 
 
On May 13, 2020, the Chief Justice issued a “Consolidated Notice to the Profession, 
Litigants, Accused Persons, Public and the Media – Re: Expanded Operations of 
Ontario Superior Court of Justice, effective May 19, 2020.” A copy of that 
Consolidated Notice has been posted on the SCJ website and is available at: 
https://www.ontariocourts.ca/scj/notices-and-orders-covid-19/consolidated-notice/ 
 
In conjunction with the Consolidated Notice from the Chief Justice, Regional Senior 
Justice Bruce Thomas released a Notice to the Profession describing the terms of 
the second expansion of matters to be heard in the Southwest Region (the 
“Regional Notice”). This second expansion is effective as of Tuesday, May 19, 2020. 
All counsel and litigants conducting matters in the SCJ at Elgin County Courthouse 
will wish to be familiar with the terms of the Regional Notice. The Regional Notice 
consolidates into one document the terms of the first expansion effective April 6th 
and the second expansion effective May 19th. A copy of the Regional Notice has 
been posted on the SCJ website and is available at: 
https://www.ontariocourts.ca/scj/notices-and-orders-covid-19/notice-sw/ 
 
I am writing to provide members of the Bar with further information and dates 
concerning the implementation of the continued suspension announced in the May 
5th Notice at the Elgin County Courthouse. In this regard, please note the following: 
 

1. All SCJ matters in UFC proceedings (including all conferences, uncontested 
hearings, motions, trials, and assignment court matters) that had been 
scheduled to be heard on Monday, June 8, 2020 (i.e., matters previously 
scheduled to be heard between March 16, 2020, and June 1, 2020), and any 
matters scheduled between June 1, 2020 and July 10, 2020 are adjourned to 
be spoken to in order to set a new date as follows: 

CYFSA 

• All CYFSA matters originally scheduled for March and previously 
adjourned to June 5th are now being adjourned to July 6 at 2:00 p.m. 

•  All CYFSA matters originally scheduled for April, May and June 
previously adjourned to June 5th are now being adjourned to July 7 at 
2:00 p.m. 

https://www.ontariocourts.ca/scj/notices-and-orders-covid-19/consolidated-notice/
https://www.ontariocourts.ca/scj/notices-and-orders-covid-19/consolidated-notice/
https://www.ontariocourts.ca/scj/notices-and-orders-covid-19/notice-sw/
https://www.ontariocourts.ca/scj/notices-and-orders-covid-19/notice-sw/
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Family 

• All Family matters originally scheduled for March with the exception 
of R. 39, previously adjourned to June 5th are now adjourned to July 8 
at 2:00 p.m. 

• All matters originally scheduled for April with the exception of R. 39, 
previously adjourned to June 5th are now adjourned to July 9 at 11:30 
a.m. 

• All matters originally scheduled for May with the exception of R. 39, 
matters previously adjourned to June 5th are now adjourned to July 10 
at 10:00 a.m.  

• All matters originally scheduled for June and up to and including July 
10 with the exception of R. 39, adjourned to July 10 at 10:00 a.m.  

• All matters originally scheduled for R. 39 court from March to June, 
previously scheduled to June 5th and from June 1 to July 10, 2020 are 
now adjourned to July 10 at 2:00 p.m. 

2. All SCJ matters in Civil proceedings (including short and long motions, pre-
trials, trials, and assignment court matters) that had been scheduled to be 
heard on Monday, June 8, 2020 (i.e., matters previously scheduled to be 
heard between March 16, 2020, and June 1, 2020), and any matters 
scheduled between June 1, 2020 and July 10, 2020 are adjourned to 
Tuesday, July 7, 2020, at 10:30 a.m. to be spoken to in order to set a new 
date. 

3. Counsel are not required to submit or file any documents or take any action 
to give effect to these adjournments. I have issued an omnibus endorsement 
of even date providing for these adjournments, a copy will follow. 

4. Any motion made returnable the week of July 6, 2020, will not be heard and 
will be spoken to, in accordance with the above, to set a new date for 
hearing. 

5. All counsel and litigants conducting matters in the SCJ at the Elgin County 
Courthouse will wish to be familiar with, among other things, the terms of 
Section 7 of the Chief Justice’s Consolidated Notice, which deals with 
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“Communicating with Court, Staff and Trial Coordinators” and which sets out 
an email naming protocol, and Section 8, which deals with “Filings.” In the 
latter regard, please note that the generic email address for urgent filings 
and other filings properly directed to the Trial Coordinator at the Elgin 
County courthouse is: 

St.Thomas.SCJ@ontario.ca  

And the generic email address for other filings properly directed to the 
Registry Office or the Court Services Division (CSD) Drop Box at the Elgin 
County courthouse is: 

StThomas.Courthouse@ontario.ca 

6. All SCJ criminal matters will be adjourned as follows: 

a. All matters originally scheduled for an appearance in March 2020 
(after March 17) that have been adjourned to June 2, 2020 are further 
adjourned to July 6, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.;  

b. Matters originally scheduled in April 2020 that have been adjourned 
to June 3, 2020 are adjourned to July 7, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.; 

c. All matters originally scheduled in May that have been adjourned to 
June 4 are further adjourned to July 8, 2020 at 9:30 a.m.; and 

d. Accused persons with matters scheduled in the Ontario Superior Court 
of Justice in the month of June 2020 and on July 2 or 3, 2020 must now 
appear in this court on July 9, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. and at the court 
location at which they were to appear in June 2020.  

On May 5, 2020, Chief Justice Morawetz issued an order setting out these dates. 
Counsel are referred to that order for further directions with respect to 
appearances and bench warrants.  
 
Any matters commenced after March 16, 2020 will not be returnable until on or 
after September 14, 2020. 
 
I join with the Chief Justice and Regional Senior Justice Thomas in extending to you 
the Court’s continued appreciation for your cooperation and understanding during 
this extraordinary time. 

mailto:St.Thomas.SCJ@ontario.ca
mailto:St.Thomas.SCJ@ontario.ca
mailto:StThomas.Courthouse@ontario.ca
mailto:StThomas.Courthouse@ontario.ca
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Thank you. 

 
Justice Scott K. Campbell 


